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1IJ.e shield: HMS Nautilus and the Namib coast m 
.:!?l,· • the late eighteenth century. · 

.·;:f;£{ ... Jill Kinahan 

'· Stare Museum, P.O . Box 1203, Windhoek, Namibia . 

· ;@{?.: Documentary accounts of precolonial Namibia are rare, and few sources are known 
_the time prior to the commercial _ penetration of the country during the 

century . One of the most rmportant early accounts dates from 1786, 
'Wben the British Admiralty ordered an evaluation of the Namib coast for settlement . 

journals of HMS Nautilus, published here in. full for the first time, are a rich source 
of information on the coast and its inhabitants. 

·uaaooucnoN 
·:·:;'. 

1'IIIJWne Namibia comes from namib, said to 
lllllll!ll. Jhield, and was chosen for the country 

the Namib desert protected the people 
.A:Iili interior and kept colonialism effectively 

• '-Y until late into the nineteenth century 
1986: 1). Nowhere is this better 

than by the voyage of the British 

N;uuilus in 1786, when the British 
Alllairahy ordered the investigation of the 

with a view to establishing a penal 
... at a convenient harbour where British 
t.liamen, or naval ships, could refit. The 
........ of the Namib repulsed the would-be 

and the scheme was still-born . 

Akbough the reports submitted to the 
AAaUralty scotched the plans for a convict 

they are, however, filled with 
of use to modern researchers 

in that period . In this paper, I 
the reports verbatim after attempting 

10 place them in context by discussing the 
which surrounded the voyage. 

1\c most important and detailed account of 
me investigation is the narrative report written 
by Captain Thomas Bolden Thompson who 
"WUin command of HMS Na14hlus. This report 
l have transcribed from an illustrated 
roatcmporary longhand copy. The eight 
.-..crcolour sketches which depict curiosities 
of &be voyage enhance the value and interest 
of · ,)his narrative. Thompson's report is 

and corroborated by a separate 
written by Lieutenant H ome Riggs 
marine surveyor for the voyage. 
account I have transcribed from the 

oriciQal. In both, the variable orthography and 
punctuation have been retained. 

E.ftd.iotes to each report clarify potentially 
confusing observations, or offer illuminating 

material. In spite of the occasionally 

derogatory tone of some of the descriptions of 
the indigenous inhabitants, the narratives are 
worthy of publication because they are 
relatively dispassionate examples of their 
genre, the detailed eyewitness account of early 
contact between indigenous Namibians and the 
vanguard of colonialism. 

Reasons for the voyage of the Nautilus 

One of the problems which confronted Britain 
after the conclusion of the · American 
Revolution in 1783 was that she could no 
longer send to America the great numbers of 
convicts sentenced to transportation. Until a 
new locality could be found, her policy of 
deporting convicts was temporarily 
impossible. 

During the course of the American war, both 
the French and Dutch had taken America's side 
against Britain . Although the year 1783 
brought peace, the French and the British were 
still contending for monopoly of the lucrative 
trade with the East Indies. The Dutch East 
India Company controlled the strategic 
halfway house at the Cape of Good Hope, and 
a French garrison had been established there 
during the war. The British had found their 
stopovers at the Island of St Helena, and at Rio 
de Janeiro, both in the Atlantic Ocean, had put 
them at a disadvantage in the Indian Ocean, 
where their enemies had been able to take 
convenient shelter . American whaleships were 
increasingly using the Cape of Good Hope as 
well. 

Under these circumstances, it seemed desirable 
for Britain to establish a new penal settlement 
in a strategically advantageous situation . On 25 
May 1785 the Beauchamp Committee, 
consisting of members of the British House of 
Commons, met to hear proposals for the 
location of a new penal settlement (Vigne 
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1988: 3). Two localities were put forward: the 

bay of Das Voltas on the south-western coast 

of Africa, and Botany Bay on the coast of New 

South Wales, Australia. 

On the basis of information submitted by 
Commodore Edward Thompson, the 

Committee decided that the Das Voltas Bay 

scheme seemed most practicable for penal 

settlement, as well as holding the desired 

strategic advantages . These advantages, 

however, necessitated some caution in the 

execution of the plan. The area fell between the 

Dutch colony at the Cape, and the Portuguese 

sphere of influence in Angola. The French 

were active in both these vicinities. So that she 

did not raise the suspicions of her previous 

enemies, Britain was careful not to attract 
attention to her interest in the south-western 
coast of Africa. The Admiralty therefore 

disguised the purpose of the voyage which the 
Beauchamp Committee recommended to 
assess the suitability of Das Voltas Bay for 
settlement. 

Commodore Edward Thompson, the 
proponent of the Das Voltas Bay scheme, was 
naturally chosen to undertake the task. 
Although he commanded · the naval force 
protecting British trade on the West African 

coast, Commodore Thompson had never 
visi.tcd Das Voltas Bay to the south . 

Edward Thompson 's orders in September 1785 
were ostensibly to inspect the West African 
forts and settlements . However, a second set of 

secret orders instructed the investigation of the 
south-western coast of Africa between 20° and 
30° South latitudes (Vigne 1988 : 6 ). In his 
flagship, Grampus, were Commodore 

Thompson's two young proteges; his adopted 

son, Lieutenant Thomas Bolden Thompson, 
and Lieutenant Home Riggs Popham, marine 
surveyor. .In company was the 16-gun sloop 
Nautilus, commanded by Captain George 
Tripp. To disguise the intended length of the 

voyage, extra provisions had been put on 
board Grampus, to be transferred later to the 
survey ship, Nautilus, in which Commodore 

Thompson was to carry out the investigation 
(Frost 1980 : 97). In December 1785 the 

Commodore contracted fever at Appollonia, 
on the coast of present-day Ghana, and died in 
January 1786 (Popham, ms). Thomas Bolden 
Thompson took command of the Nautilus; 

Popham and the botanist, Howe, boarded; the 

sloop re-provisioned, and the company 

pressed on . 

Eighteenth century knowledge of · 
south-western Africa and Das Voltas Bay 
Commodore Edward Thompson had 
conceived the Das Voltas Bay scheme from . 

sources as disparate as old Portuguese charts; 

the journals of two E.nglish vessels which had 
landed on the African coast in 14 o S latitude, 

and reports of the area by former officials of 

the Dutch East India Company (Vigne 1988 : 

3). All this evidence was unreliable. · The 

Portuguese charts were outdated and 

erroneous; the English vessels landed in 
tropical Angola , not on the arid Namibian 
coast; and the Dutch informants included 
Captain Hendrik Hop whose overland 
expedition in 1761/2 did not, in fact, reach 
Thompson's intended destination at all. 

The Dutch East India Company Council of 
Policy authorised Hendrik Hop's expedition . 
and stipulated that two specialists were to 
accompany it: the surveyor Brink, who was to 
map the countr y, and one of the Company's 
gardeners , Auge, who was to collect all new 
plants (Mossop 1947). Although the Hop 
expedition crossed the Orange River and 
attempted to explore it further westward, the 
high and. precipitous mountains running 
parallel to the river thwarted their efforts 
(Mossop 1947: 27). Hop therefore could not 
have reliably plotted Das Voltas Bay on a chart 
of the West coast, contra Popham ". . . I am at 
a loss to account for the Bay, laid down in this 
Latitude in a chart under this name by 
Mynheer van Hop-10 Leagues deep, two 
Islands and a navigable River .. . " (see page 
54). The map Mossop reproduced with Hop's 
expeditionary journal is based on information 
that only became available almost a decade 
later, after the journey of Colonel Robert 
Jacob Gordon to the mouth of the Orange 
River in 1779. However, the name Das Voltas 
does not appear on this map, while the Orange 
River mouth is described in enough detail for it 
to be clear that sand banks obscured the mouth 
from seaward , and made it impossible to 
navigate into the river (Mossop 194 7 : 
Historical map Section III). 

The latitude at which Popham searched for Das · 
Voltas Bay was 28°40'S, that of present-day 
Alexander Bay which lies approximately two 
geographic minutes south of the Orange River 
mouth. The· "navigable river" must have 
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• to tlw Orange, and the islands 

were shoals ' caused by the 

ll\i!II·t. -a or sediment. In April, when the 

tn• dlere, the river would have been 

•. and therefore difficult to pick up . 

·- Ot Edward Thompson's informants 
,.,. Hcodrik von Prehn who retired 

of the Dutch garrison at the 
ii,il. 17¥0, and was succeeded by Gordon It· : t•ll : 2). Von Prehn 's information 

dtd not include an accurate reflection 

discoveries and must have been 

· 40 earlier, less reliable sources. Had 
Thompson searched for earlier 

iilwltpb.ic infommion on Das Voltas Bay, 

. . _ .11luvc come across the journals of the 
wlhlJn , Grunde/, of 1670, and Boode , of 
rr •. ''T'hCtc t'WO journals contain reasonable 

•rna ioll.ll information on the Namibian 
a Jinlc 5pecifically on Das Voltas Bay 

pre-empted Gordon's later 

....... both Captain Thomps on and 

l · f.f!IIIJ!IiPt Popham comment in their 
th.u the maps they had marking Das 

·· .. .,.hy bad been compiled on land . A small 

lilt .UI irlland expeditions sanctioned by 
Governors had penetrated southern 

' '•Iii"- from the Cape of Good Hope . These 
for example, those of Rhenius in 

i!li-liop Uid Brink in 1761/2 ; Wikar in 1779; 
111 1777, and again in 1779/ 80. Th e 

II;. hdpful account would have been 

but von Prehn had evidently not 
N 10 Thompson the relevant 

on the Orange River mouth (Das . .,.}. 

Edi>'ard Thompson had described Das Vo!tas 

Bay and the surrounding countryside in 

glowing terms. It was said to be fertile, with 

excellent grazing and forests . Wild sheep, 

horses and cattle abounded . The people were 
docile and friendly, the masters of vast herds of 

cattle. Precious stones were to be found in 

abundance on the coast, and mines of iron ore 

in the mountains. Unlike the unhealthy climate 

of northern Africa, the air was reputedly clean 

and wholesome (Vigne 1988 : 2). The crew had 

observed the area of St Helen's Bay at the Cape 

of Good Hope, and what they saw probabl y 

confirmed the likelihood of Edward 
Thompson's expectations. 

The Namib coast and its people came as a 

surprise quite beyond the sea-farers' 

experience . Where Thompson was hoping to 

find an agricultural community in a fertile 
environment , he found a barren sandy waste. 

"So inhospitable and so barren a Country is 

not to be equalled except in the Desarts of 

Arabia, at least from the appearance of the 
Shore . .. " (p. 54). 

Yet Popham found the spoor of vast droves of 
cattle at Walvis Bay. The peopl e who lived 

there were evidently skilled pastoralists . The 

Royal Navy men had been instructed not to 
give offence to any of the inhabitants they 
might encounter, but to make friendly 
overtures and to report in as much detail as 
possible their character and disposition . This, 
both Thompson and Popham attempted to do . 

Much 1avourable information about the Walvis 
Bay inhabitants can be derived from 
Thomp son's personal observations . The 
derogatory sentiments he also expresses are 
typical of social attitudes current at the time. 

These disparaging attitudes towards the 

indigenous inhabitants of Africa were held 

almost universally by colonizers and have been 
discussed in an illuminating way by a number 
of authors, for example, Guenther (1980); 

Schrire (1980, 1984, 1988); Trigger (1980). 
Schrire (1984: 4-5) explains how the 

eighteenth European concept of the 
past accommodated exotic and primitive 
peoples . Belief in the Great Chain of Being 
held that all life was created in a single instant 

with each form set in relation to the next. At 
the pinnacle of all creation was man . Since it 
was evident that men and apes were fairly close 
together in the chain, and that all men were not 
equal, different types of men could be graded 
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between civilized man and the apes. Seafarers 

and travellers to Africa and America coming 
across curious peoples unknown to Europe 
could furnish numerous possibilities. During 
the same period, Jean-Jacques Rousseau, the 
philosopher whose writings strongly 
influenced the theories of the French 
Revolution and Romanticism, represented the 
"Noble Savage" as living a pure and moral 
existence in contrast to corrupt Western 
society. However, the merit such philosophy 

attributed to primitive peoples was too easily 

overshadowed by the unfamiliar realities of 
field observations. In spite of the difficulties in 

being faced with strange and exotic an 
American whaler, Edmund Gardner, vtsltlng 
Walvis Bay in 1803 managed to write a more 
sympathetic description of the Bay's 
inhabitants (see endnote no . 45 for the full 
transcription). Gardner confirms many of 
Thompson's observations but also captures the 
people 's natural grace and charm (Gardner 
1803). 

The fact that the people of the Namib were 
successful pastoralists in an arid area alone 
accounted for their appearance which, to the 
sea-farers, seemed so strange, savage and 
filthy. There was not enough water for 
drinking purposes , let alone for washing. The 
presence of large numbers of cattle inevitably 
attr"!cted flies and other pests, just as, in the 
same way the Nautilus's hold was probabl y 
teeming with rats . In spite of the limited 
sources of water, the pastoral economy 
thrived , allowing the people to use quantities 
of butterfat as a cosmetic which kept their skin 
supple and protected them from the cold. The 
pastoralists were also already involved in a 
complex network of exchange where they 
traded with the far north of the country, and 
probably into Angola, as Thompson himself 
surmised. 

Separating the emotive colour of the 
descriptions from their content leaves the 
historical researcher a substantial amount of 
useful information on late eighteenth century 
pastoralists at Walvis Bay. Considering the 
journals in their entirety also casts light on 
contemporary social attitudes which made 
contact between the local people and the 
colonizers so fraught. 

The journals as historical sources 
The seventeenth century journals of the 
Grundel and the Boode are earlier and better 

known than the journals of the Nautilus. As 

well as information on coastal navigation, the 
former contain descriptions of groups of 
indigenes who were encountered on the 
shores . However, these seventeenth century 
contacts were characterized by violence and 
misunderstanding s which cut short the 
interaction between the sea-farers and the 
coastal inhabitants. · 

Thereafter, little more was written until early 
nineteenth century travellers and explorers 
published their adventures for a Victorian 
readership. Captain l;hompson's 1786 
investigation of the Namibian coast augments 
the information from the Grundel and Boode, 

and also provides a coherent counterpart to the 
explorations of the interior . It is a detailed 
narrative with specific attention focused on the 
resources of the coastal bays and the 
demeanour of the indigenous inhabitants, 
complemented by the independent account . 
kept by Popham . Both these narrative reports 
are corroborated by Thompson's daily journal, 
which was kept as a separate log. 

The voyage of the Nautilus has apparently 
been known by historical researchers for some 
time (e.g. Vedder 1934), but until recently 
(John Kinahan 1989), the journals themselves 
have not been plumbed as sources of 
information on eighteenth century Namibian 
pastoralists, or on the contact between the 
pastorali sts and the agents of capitalism . 

The existence of various contemporary copies 
of Thompson's journal is a potential source of 
confusion. The original written by Thomas 
Bolden himself is entitled "Narrative of a 
Voyage performed in His Majesty's Sloop 
Nautilus, under my Command, for the 
Purpose of investigating the Western Coast of 

South Africa, from Latitude 33 °00'00"S to 
16°00'00" South ". This was Thompson's 

report on the investigation which he sent off to 
the Admiralt y immediately upon arriving at 
Spithead . Marked "Received 24 July 1786" on 
the title page, it is housed in the Public Record 
Office at Kew (Thompson 1786a). The 
narrative contains two sketches by Thompson, 
one of the Portuguese padrao at Angra 
Pequena, and one of a wooden cross erected by 
the French at the same bay. 

Bound together with the narrati ve in the same 
quarto binding, and with the same reference 
number, is Thompson's daily journal. This is 
titled: "Journal of the Proceedings of His 

-·.·-:.•-. . . ,,.,.._..,.--·- -=---··- ·· . . _. 
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'r,..: ·t ' aclKr contemporary copies of 

;n·· J'fl(JQ 's Narrative also exist. The copy 
. in this paper is o:wned by Mr 

of London who kmdly loaned 
· <t !liM .. Scatc Museum for research purposes. 

M'Y u of exceptional interest because it 
, ...... ci&tn watercolour sketches illustrating 

Two of these are dupli cations of 
... lhc Public Record Office original, of · * the French cross at Angra 

·are sma
1
11 between 

· . · , or examp e, m t e1r proportiOns 

of detail, and the style is very 
. ... cr and more All of the 
.. bear Thompson s mmals, or signature 

executed), whereas the original 
arc neither . signed , nor initialled . 

..-for the latter IS presumabl y because 
./-. executed by Thompson himself, 

........ other sketches were not. The 
Iii ill'fl of the day was for a Royal Navy 

= ---- " _ W authenticate done. by his 
.. _ · · t t{eS . He would m1t1al or s1gn the 

"" ro confirm that it was an accurate 

repr dsentation of the facts (Captain R.J. 
Campbell, pers. comm .). Possibly Thompson 
made rough sketches and notes on shore, to be 
worked up l<iter. In view of his responsibilities 
of managing the ship, it is unlikely that the 
captain would have had the time to write up 

and then to copy and illustrate his narrative on 
board . He most probably instructed a scribe, 
or clerk, to copy the narrative and to work up 
the sketches . Thompson then would have 
signed the copy, and initialled the sketches ·to 

validate them . Indeed , there is a loose sheet of 
paper in the illustrated version ofthe narrative, 
bearing rough notes on each of the drawings 
and written hurriedly and apparently in 
different hand. 

Randolph Vigne {1988 : 8) has suggested that 
the eight illustrations may have been done by 
Popham. Although this is possible, it is 
difficult to muster unequivocal supporting 
evidence. As surveyor, Popham would have 
been involved in draughting , but these skills 
would not have been his alone. Navigation was 
the ultimate responsibility of the captain; 
Thompson would have taken the daily sights, 
and recorded observations, together with oth er 
important information, in the captain's daily 
journal. It is reasonable to assume that 
Thompson himself drew the unsigned 
elevation sketches in this journal. When these 
sketches were reproduced on later charts, they 
were acknowledged as views "by Captain 
Thompson" (e.g. Hydrographical Office 
1828) . However, five of these fifteen elevation 
sketches appear, quite extensively re-worked, 
on Popham's chart of the voyage entitkd 
"Coast of Caffraria" (Hydrographic 
Department 1786). See figure 1 for a 
reproduction of this chart. 

The two young men, who had served together 
under Edward Thompson for two voyages, 
must have been close companions. It is 
possible that, as the elder by 4 years (he was 
24), Popham supported and assisted Thomas 
Bolden. Thomas Bolden, however, was 
himself competent, educated and well-trained, 
and probably had draughting talents equal to 
Popham's. Indeed, Thompson's sketch of the 
French cross at Angra Pequena (in his original 
report) is more detailed and finished than the 
schematic line drawing of the same cross in 
Popham's narrative (see figure 2). The 
watercolour of this cross in the illustrated copy 
of Thompson's narrative was clearly based on 
Thompson's sketch rather than Popham's: the 
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Figure I. Lieutenant Home Riggs Popham's chart "Coas t of Caffraria". 

Hydrographic Department, England: 884 C 

The elevation sketches are, top, from left to right : "Entrance into Angra Pequena 

bearing E i N"; "Remarkable Hummocks in Latitude 28° 40' S bearing NNE i E"; 

"Entrance of St Helens Bay. St Martins point EBS i S 4 leagues". 

Bottom, from left to right : "Land to the Southward of Walwich Bay bearing E b N "; 

"Pedestal Rock ! ENE 4' leagues" ;l " Inland Cape in Latitude 31° 42 ' 57" S 
Bearing E b S". 
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kough sketch of the Fr_ench cross at Angra Pequena and page of text from Popham's 
· ,: narrative . By courtesy of Quentm Keynes. 

the board and the nails affixing it to 

An faithfully reproduced , whereas 

tbac details are in Popham's sketch . 

ftSPODSlbiimes as surveyor kept him 
in mapping . Although he did 
in the dunes and might have 

•• , ,. opportunity, it is more likely that 
!lu.;I!IUI uude the rough notes on shore, and 

!lst with the task of working up 
for his final approval. Indeed, 

ijii ) has offered the information that 
himself a competent painter 

(some of his pictures having remained with the 
· present baronet, Sir Lionel Thompson); and 
that Commodore Edward Thompson had a 
painter on his personal staff ir: 1785 whom he 
used to summon at odd hours to record 
impressions of the scenery (Laird Clowes 
1898: 19-20) . 

It seems that Thompson must have made a 
second copy of his narrative as well. The 
reasons for two copies being made additional 
to the original are not clear, but bearing in 
mind the importance laid upon the 

investigation, Thompson might have 

forwarded one copy of his report by a second 
vessel, just in case misfortune should befall the 

Nautilus. It is also possible that he wished to 
keep a personal copy. Although there is no 
explicit mention in the original of copies 
having been made, two copies exist, both 
acquired by Keynes. The illustrated version 
comes from the library of the 14th Earl of 
Derby, who was under secretary for the 
colonies in 1827-8 and colonial secretary in 
1833. (See figure 3 for a reproduction of a page 
from this manuscript). The other comes from 
an early nineteenth century collection . 

The second copy is not illustrated . As well as 
detailed logs of the whole voyage, it contains 
information additional to that in the original 
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Figure 3. Title page and page of text from Thomps on's illustrated narrative . 
By courtesy of Quentin Keyne s. . 

and in the illustrated copy. After comparing 
the second copy with the illustrated version 
and annotating the differences, Keynes sold it 
to Mr Colin Legum as he could find no 
institution which was then interested in 
purchasing it. Legum subsequently sold it to 
Antiquariat am Klosterberg . The Brenthurst 
Library in Johannesburg, South Africa, now 
holds the manuscript (Thompson 1786b). 

The existence of three versions of Thompson's 
narrative naturally brings their individual 
authenticity into question . It is clear that the 
narrative in the Public Record Office must be 
the original report which Thompson submitted 
to the Admiralty immediatel y upon his return; 
once it had been received as an official 
document, it remained part of the Admiralty 
archives. A comparison of the Public Record . 
Office original with the illustrated copy has 
yielded some interesting leads. 

The copperplate of both narratives looks simi­
lar and is apparently standardized, so 
companng the handwriting of the two is 
generally unrewarding. Distinguishing a 

particular author's handwriting is further 
hampered because in the same text, the same 
letter can be written with different forms. For 
example, in the title of the original narrative, 
the capital c of " Command " is an open letter, 
while that of both "Coast" and "Caffraria" is a 
loopeq cursive. A further example from the 
narrative is lower case d, where it is written 
either in conventional cursive style with a 
slightly backwards-sloping downstroke, or 
with a forward-leaning curlicue. No apparent 
rule seems to determine when the different 
forms are used. Nonetheless, comparing the 
original text of the narrative with that of the 
illustrated copy supports the speculation that a 
scribe wrote out the latter. The writing is more 
compressed and spiky than that of the original; 
the punctuation and paragraphing have been 
adjusted; words which in the original ·are 
written out are abbreviated (or vice versa), and, 
on the first page of the original, a word which 
has been inserted later with a caret, has been 
incorporat ed into the sentence in the copy. 

Comparing the copperplate of the unillustrated 
copy of the narrative with that of the other two 

I· 
,··· 
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....... )'Kids the impression that the 

the unillusrrared copy might have 
·"lltmlm by the same person, while the 
il!llll)' nc.at writing of the illustrated 

::;;.,i ••· JCcJm to single it out as that of a 
there are small differences * ongmal and the unillustrated 

1M' Q.ample, "St. Helen's Bay" of the 

J_flpGrs as "St. Hellen's Bay" in the 

CW1 : ' 'daily" appears as "dayly" . There 
lit differences in the forms of some 

·:·:lfiUll { '-: aarnple, capital v of "Voyage"; 

Most of the nouns of 

copy are written with capital 

this is not the case in the original. 
some indications that the 

version of the narrative was 

the Public Record Office original. 

in two different places near the 

lines of the text have been left out, 

'· '*' happens in a transcription, so · - -HI\.k of the narrative is disrupted. The 
'H!liiW evidently discovered this and 

:iill .. i.nserted the lines. 
"'- -MI't, m sp1te of these cons1deratwns, the 

· .. ,w; .. of .all three versions is very similar. The 

· -'*iliill•.J information in the unillustrated 

··'f :wtHdl Keynes noted, and which I have 

as endnotes, onlr have been 
by the captam h1mself, or 

· by Lieutenant Popham . This 

was inserted with carets, after the 

'f.t had been written out, as it appears 

:- - lines of the text, or on blank facmg 

·-·- wh.at appears to be slightly different 
·• ·ng. It is quite possible that these 

were made by Thompson in neater 
he subsequently checked the 

or by Popham, as this of 
,fW contams the . most detailed 

· information. 
,_ .. ,._ . 

Thompson's signature is quite 
it also varies. The original 

is 5igned on the title and end pages 
abbreviated signature Tho: B: 
but other bona fide examples of his 

· as Thomas Bn: Thompson, or 

.t_nmopson . The signatures in the 
of the narr;ttive are different 

others in that the capital t has a 

:• flicks back to the left, while none 
• . bear this characteristic. This leads 

whether the scribe might not 
Thompson's signature as well, 

those apparently authenticating 

the ;r.vatercolours are unusually near and 

careful. While comparing the eighteenth 

century copperplate may be inconclusive, it is 

quite certain that all three versions of the 

narrative are contemporary, and were 
approved by Thompson himself . 

While the original narrative and daily journal 

have been re-bound by the Public Record 

Office, the illustrated narrative has been 

appropriately bound for Lord Derby's library. 
At some stage, the .volume was re-backed, and 

the end-papers are correspondingly newer than 

the pages of the narrative . 

Lieutenant Home Riggs Popham's account of 

the same voyage was also acquired by Quentin 

Keynes from the library of Lord Derby. (See 

figure 2 for a reproduction of a page from this 

manuscript). Although according to Popham's 

notes, his journal was submitted to the 

Admiralty together with his charts, . it 
subsequently found its way into private hands . 

No copies exist. The account substantially 

corroborates the information in Thompson's 
narrative, while it also provides supplementary 
information. Popham's spelling is slightly 
more idiosyncratic than Thompson's, and the 

grammar sometimes less formal. The two 

young men often must have discussed events of 
the voyage, as some of the observations and 

sentiments recorded in their journals are 
expressed in the same words. In a note, 

Popham states that he drew a view of the 

French cross at Angra Pequena in his "Route 
of the Ship" which accompanied his narrative 

(see endnote no. 4, Popham's manuscript). The 

fate of this document is unknown. 

The charts which Popham produced are 

presently housed in Taunton, in the 

Hydrographic Department of the Ministry of 

Defence. These include a chart of the whole 

coastline from St Helen's Bay to Fish Bay; and 

separate charts of Angra Pequena (see figure 4) 
and Great Fish Bay (Hydrographic 
Department 1786). Although there is currently 

no chart of Walvis Bay by Popham in the 

Hydrographic Department, he certainly must 

have compiled one. Dalrymple, then 
Hydrographer to the East India Company , 
published a chart of Walwich [sic] Bay in 1789 , 

using Popham's observations and, from 

Thompson's daily journal, a sketch of the 

entrance to the Bay, showing the sandspit and 

the Nautilus within (Dalrymple 1789). 
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Figure 4. Lieutenant Home Riggs Popham 's chart of Angra Pequena 
(Liideritzbucht). Hydrographic Department, England : r65, Africa 

folio 2. 
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dtc nuntives, daily journal and 
.a record of this eighteenth 

offer an impression 
prior to commercial and colonial . 

uf the country. ln the middle of 
century, merchants from the 

ilhroad pierced the shield of the 
ill Bay and Angra Pequena, and 

the south into the interior. 

NARRATIVE 

Narrative of a Voyage 

....... in His Majesty's Sloop Nautilus, 
. under my Command, 

... &hi: Purpose of investigating the 

W'at .crn Coast of South Africa, 
from Latitude 33 o 00' 00" S 

to !6° 00'00" South . 

{lif;ned J Tho. Hn. Thompson 

ht. I 786-Having received from the 
a.s much provisions as she could well 

. .ad completed our water, we weighed 
fntflcisco Bay in the Island of St. 

and after a passage of fifty two days, 
, time we had not seen a vessel, we 

!he coast of Caffraria 1 , about six leagues 
nortllwd. of Dassen Island . 

nper ienced no material chang e in this 
. till within SO leagues of the coast, 

the water began to alter its colour to a 
but without bottom , the first 

we struck being 105 fathoms, 
at the distance of 8 leagues 

; we were at the same time 
by various sea birds, as 

Allegranzas, Shcerwaters, 

Sea Swallows; the nights were raw 
attended With a heavy dew, and the 

fell 72 o 00' to 63 ° and 58 °. 

making Dassen Island I stood i.n for 
and operung the entran ce of it 

a course along shore for St. Helen's 
.at the distance of 4 miles from the beach, 

rocky and steep to, with a 
& the & dry , cloathed 

with a kind of heath. We found 
SO fathoms, rock y bottom, to St. 

:':::=:-" • • oint, forms the southern 
St. Helens Bay, off whtch lies a 

of rocks above water, called the Pater 

:Noru:rs; to which we gave a good berth, and at 

iCf .qn the 24th of March anchored in 15 

'> 

fathoms, in St. Helen's Bay, mud, and sandy 
bottom . 

· In the morning of the 25th I dispatched Lieut. 

Po9ham, th_e .to investigate the bay, 
an ascertam the sttuatiOn of Berg River, of 
which I had received some informanon ; he 

returned with an account of it, but to our 
mortification it proved of salt water. 

However we weighed the anchor, and shifted 
our situation further into the bay, and moored 
in 4 & a half fathoms, sandy bottom , abreast 
the river, 4 or 5 miles from the shore, Saint 

Martin's Point bearing by compass NWbN, 
and a large square dump on the eastern side of 
the bay due east. 

The first object of our search was for fresh 
water, but we were informed that none was to 
be procured from Berg River, as it ran salt up 
SO or 60 miles : Thts we learned from a Dutch 
Fisherman, whom we found on the beach, 

with 3 or 4 Hottentot Servants, drying· & 

salting fish for the Dutch markets at the Cape 
of Good Hope, which he told us he did once or 
twtce a year, & transported them over land in 
waggons; he also told us we were the only ship 
or vessel that had anchored in that bay for the 
space of 30 years. 

I was much chagrined at these accounts, for to 
have been obliged to seek wate r 50 or 60 miles, 
was a source, which with the Ship's boats only, 
would not supply our daily consumption; but 
I was relieved from my anxiety the next day by 
a visit from a Dutch Farmer, who was resident 
on the banks of the river, and who offered 
to supply us with water & bullocks, but 
represented that he would be obliged to 
transport the water from the spring near his 
house, (which was at least 30 miles from the 
beach,) in waggons: Difficult as this was we 
were made happy at the idea of procuring 
water at any rate, and he immediately set about 
putting his promise into execution . 

We were now employed cutting wood, of 
which we found but a small quantity, and 
repairing the wants of the rigging &c., 
Lieutenant Popham was busy in the survey of 
the bay, & the Botanist, Mr. Howe 3

, made 
many excursions mto the country, & was 
tolerably successfull in finding some new 
plants, principally Bulbous roots. 

The seine was hauled as often as circumstances 
would admit & we were pretty successfull in 

taking Mullet, Bream, Rays, & a fish called in 
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these seas, the Elephant Fish, which is\a kind 

of Fish, & only different in having a long 
proboscis. I look upon St. Helen's Bay to be 
the northernmost of the Dutch settlements 
from the cape of Good Hope, by a land mark, 
with the arms of the States, erected on the 

southpoint which forms Berg River
4

• 

The inhabitants are very thinly scattered, there 
being none nearer the beach than 30 miles, and 
no neighbour within 4 or 5 of him. 

The soil is a loose white sand on the low land 
which extends about 4 miles on each side of the 
river, after which it rises into high, barren, 

rocky mountains. 

The low land produces many shrubs, but none 
more than 9 feet high, which grow very thick 
& among them were found a few Pheasants

5
, 

Hares, Wood Pigeons, Tortoises, & a number 
Ofl:Jeer 6

, some of which were killed & found 
goO<feating. I was told also that Wolves 7 

& 

Jackals are plenty, but I heard Ofl)\it one 
jacKarb__ eing seen while we remained here. 

The bay abounds with Whales & Seals, one of 
the former we found ontl1el>eacn m a state of 
putrefaction, which we supposed to have been 
driven on shore by a gale of wind. 

Allegranzas 8
, Cormorants, Gulls, Mews, & 

vanous other common sea birds m abundance, 
& on the banks of the river are found 
Flamingos, Pellicans, Curlews, Storks , 
Cranes, Gref Plover, & a vanety orotller 
smaiTbirds o the water kind. 

On the 2nd of April we had with much 
difficulty procured from the Farmer, four 
good oxen, a few sheep, goats, cabbages, & 

onions, and nine tons of water 9
, which last was 

brought to the beach two butts at a time, in 

waggons drawn by ten oxen each, thro ' a thick 
underwood, over a loose sand, in which ye 
cattle were nearly up to their knees: These 
were embarked, & we got ready for sea10

• 

By this time Mr. had completed the 
survey ; he found t e bay clear and clean, 
surrounded with a sandy beach to the 
eastward, but to the southward & westward a 
rocky bottom and stony beach, but regular 
soundings from 17 fathoms to three- and half 
twain. 

It is well protected from southerly winds, but 
those from the northward blow right in frpm 
the offing, & from every appearance of the 
beach, bring in a great sea; we had, in general, 

hazy, raw foggy weather, with the sea bree.zes,' 

which came on at dark, & lasted 'till noon next 
day : They always brought into the bay a heavy · 
swell, which created a high surf on the beach, 

& thickened the water from a light green to a 
dark, muddy brown , but the SW trade when it 

came on cleared the atmosphere, & the water. · 

Berg River lies on the South side of the bay, · 
but the beach ' is so low that you cannot 

distinguish it, till very near the shore; it is not 

more than 1/ • of a mile broad, & winds to the 

southward ; there is a bar at the entrance of it 

which is dry, & impassable at low water, & a 

regular tide which rises about seven feet . 

I was told the rains came on in this country the 

latter end of this month (April) and lasted 'till 

September, in which season Ber\i River was 
fresh, and at that time Sea Cows 

1 
and River 

Horses 12 were plenty 13
. --

By a mean of several observations taken by 

Lieut. Popham the latitude of St. Helen'·s Bay • 

was found to be 32° 41' 43" S. 
Longitude . ... 17° 55' 00" Et. of Greenwich . 
Variation of the compass . . ..• 21 o 30' West. 

The thermometer was from . . . 58° to 61°14 
• . 

On the third, having got every thing on board 
in the morning, we weighed, & at noon passed 

the northern point of Saint Helen's Bay, which 
we name cape Deseada from its likeness to that 
Island, & proceeded along shore to the 
northward at the distance of 2 or 3 miles from 
the beach, which appeared a white sand with a 
very heavy surf, without any break or inlet, 
with soundings from 60 to 20 fathoms, sand 

& shells. 

we found the land in general covered with 
bushes to the latitude of 31° South, from 
thence the hills become an entire barren, loose 
sand, rocky beaches & cliffs, & a straight shore. 
tending nearly NNW & SSE, with irregular · 
soundings and deep water . 

The land carries with it a general samene,ss to 
the latitude of 28 o 45' S, where stand two · · 
remarkable, square, rocky clumps about 1/z a. 
mile from the beach, and about 4 .or 5 miles 
from these runs off a bank on which there is 
white water, the land at the same time · 
trenching into a small curve 15

. . 

I concluded this must be the bank laid doWn · ; 
off cape Voltas 1

\ or in the bay, I therefore sent 
Mr. Popham in shore, as I had , frequently 
done, to sound & search for it, but he return'd 

.. 
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unfavourable account as before , 
regular soundings frpm 16 

y at the edge of the 

" " l ·&thoms a mile of the beach, 
a low sand, on which run 

.u.rf, without any opening. 

8 miles & a half, or 
fiom the .:· shore, & about the same 

-Mtth & south, and we found from 28 
bottom, close to its 

· .. 

. __ .· . . ·been so often disappointed in our 

\J•JJW:u for de Voltas, that I now began to 
r there bemg such a place, tho' from 
. r had seen of it, it appear 'd a large, 

-

with a· broad river, but as these 

. 'Were all made from the land, they 

·:· very to errors, and I am led to 
, that as thiS bank lay to the westward of 

curve in the shore, those who have 
may, from the hills, have conceived 

the bay of de Voltas, but as to the 

they lay down, I can only say that 
endeavours have proved fruitless in 

for them, & I have every reason 

they do not exist 18
• 

bank in latitude 28 o 40' S the shore 
. . .,ly NWbN & SEoS to the bay of 

·with a ·rugged, rocky shore, high 

,., & high broken, barren mountains of 
steep to, and irregular soundings 

w 30 fathoms, 2 or 3 miles from the 

Jth we discovered the bay of Pe9uena, 

ptestaP
9 

on a rocky pomt, & 
a oat m to investigate, we were 

double this point, & enter the bay, 
, came on to blow with such violence as 

us to we;u- & stand off shore. 

under our courses, & storm 

short boards, the wind from 
a heavy swell, 'till the 14th at 

the wind abating & the weather 
we stood in, & anchored in die 

fathoms sandy bottom, the norther­
by compass NbE, & the 

· pedestal stood, which we 

llllffl!estal poJnr2°, 

( proceed · it is necessary to mention that 

from St. Helen's Bay we had in 

. _ _.. . hazy Weather, wah cold raw dews; 

ire were obliged to stand off during the 
being so straight & steep to, 

with such deep water, & such a heavy swell 

running as to render it impossible for any ship 

to anchor; but that we always fell in to 

windward of the land left, consequently no 

part of the coast was left uninvestigated, nor 

was any past by in fogs or hazes, at which 

times the ship's head was thrown off shore, 'till 

the return of clear weather gave us an 

opportunity of proceeding. 

The damp weather and dews occasioned colds 

& sore throats to be general amongst the Ship's 

company, some were attacked with 

Rhewmatizms, & one or two with agues. 

The wind was generally at SW, & the 

thermometer was from 57° to 59°. The 

Surveyor was employed here as usual, & every 

boat was busy in searching for fresh water; the 

Botanist also made daily excursions into the 

country. 

The soil about Pequena consists of loose sand, 

& beds of marble, cheifly white with red veins, 

without the least appearance of vepetation, 
excepting a few stunted Geraniums 2 

, which 
grow in the crevices of the rocks. 

However barren as this country is, Mr. 

Popham the second day after our arrival here 

gave us an account of his having seen & 
conversed with, a number of the natives, who 

had with them a large pack of dogs, and that he 
by following the dogs to a place where they 

drank, had to all appearance found a spring of 
fresh water. 

We were elated at this discovery, & got a cask 
prepared to sink to form a well, but in digging 

the next day to put this in execution, we to our 

chagrin found it to be only a reservoir formed 

by Nature, in which a small quantity of water 

had lodged. 

Whilst Mr. Poeham was employed in this 
business, the nanves came down near to where 

the boat was lying, without the least signs of 

fear, but all the persuasions he could make use 

of by presents of knives, beads &c could not 

induce them to come within reach. 

The next day I went myself to the same spot & 

they came as usual to the number of 20 down 

towards the boat, followed by 15 or 20 dogs, 

they approached us boldly 'till within 10 or 15 

yards, here they stopped; I threw them a knife, 

with which they seemed pleased, but would 

not approach us nearer, & . when any of us 
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advanced toward them, tho' singly, they 

retreated 22
. 

They indeed made the same signs to me as they 

had done to Mr. Popham the day before, to go 
with them & put off the boat, but this I did not 
think prudent to do, ·or to suffer any one else. 

They did not seem inclined to part with any 

thing in return for what we gave them, 
therefore after spending an hour in a fruitless 
interview I left them, & they wandered with 

their dogs over a chain of sandy mountains to 
the NE. 

They were rather a small race of people with 

the smallest feet I ever saw; very active; of a 

dark copper colour, which they appeared to 
have darkened by a black dye, their cloathing 
was the skin of some animal hung over their 
shoulders, & another hung round their waist; 
with a number of thongs tied about their necks 
& middle; their hair appeared long but woolly, 
& twisted into rolls behind, which extended 
across the back of the neck from ear to ear, but 
they had nothing about them by which I could 
discover their having had any intercourse with 
Europeans . 

From their arms, which were short club sticks, 
& small poles sharpened at one end like lances, 
they must have had communication with a 
country that produced wood, but as far as we 

could penetrate into the country, or discern 
from the tops of the highest hills, we did not 
discover the smallest appearance of vegetation; 
besides the sticks I have mentioned they 
carried each a smaller one, with the brush of 
some animal affixed to one end. 

From the little I saw of these people they 
appeared to me to be cunning & savage, & I 

conclude them to be a wanderin_r party of the 
tribe of cannibals called J aggas2 

, with which 

this countr y is said to from the 
latitude of 27° S. to Angola . 

The language they made use of was very 
disonant & harsh , & pronounced thro' the 
nose; it consisted of monosyllables; all I could 
recollect was Koo, Kee, Koo, Ka, He ta24

. 

The dogs were in general of the cur kind 25
, & 

some large; I caught one which pressed by 
drought, had fallen into the hole we had dug in 
searching for fresh water. 

The bay of Pequena is not very extensive, but 
clean, having regular soundings from 15 tb 4 

and 5 fathoms sandy bottom ; it is formed by a 

rocky neck of land to the westward, and· a 

stony point to the eastward, 1
/• of a rriile off .• 

which lies a rock 26 always seen above water, & 

steep to, there being 41h & 5 fathoms, within 
half pistol shot of it: This forms the western 

point of the harbour . 

The bay is surrounded with a sandy beach & 

high, rocky hills, that shelter a ship from 
southerly winds, but it is entirely exposed to 

. the northern gales, which by the appearance of 
' the beach, the sea weed, & the quantity of 

Whales ' cast on shore, blow hard, & 

occasion a high sea. 

We were fortunate among these to find a large 

tree of the iron wood kind, in good 

preservation, that yielded us good fuel; this 

was a very acceptable thing to us, our fire 
wood being quite exhausted . 

The mouth of the harbour of Pequena is 

formed to the eastward by three small rocky 

Islands, which lie nearl y north & south from 

each other, from which it is formed on both 

sides by a steep barren shore, & bare, rocky, & 

sandy mountains; it run s nearly north & south, 
& extends to the southward about 6 miles, 

when it is bounded by a clean, flat, sandy 
beach; the entrance is about J/• of a mile broad, 
& it continues its breadth all the way up; the 

soundings are clean, & regular from 31/2 to 6 

fathoms, muddy bottom , very sticky and 
tough. 

The northernmost of the three Islands 2 7 on the 
eastern side of the harbour is covered with 

Seals, from the wash of the Sea to the summit, 
'li1Silch quantities as hardly to be conceived, & 

some very large, if I may judge to the size of 5 
or 6 cwt, : The middle Isle28 is full of Penguins, 
& in the same abundance, we killed a number 

of each, the former for the skins, the latter for 

fresh food, which were esteemed tolerable: 
The southernmost Isle2 9 lays close to the main 
land on the east side of the harbour, & will 

hardly admit of a boat to pass between it & the 
continent, but there are clear channels between 
the other Islands, with 2 or 3 fathoms; within 
these Isles & the land to the eastward is a good 

bay, with a clean, flat beach, surrounded with 
bare, sandy mountains, & soundings from two 

to four fathoms; it was in this bay we had the 
interview with the natives . 

Upon the westernmost point which forms the 
bay of (which I named Pedestal · 
point) stans a cross, wrought of the natural 
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in Pequena Bay" shows one of the eighteenth century inhabitants of the southern 
wearing a sealskin cape, and carrying an ostrich eggshell in one hand, and an oryx 

in the other. Thompson describes the hairstyle in his journaL (For contemporary rough 
DOtes on the sketches, see endnote no . 53). By courtesy of Quentin Keynes. 

\. 

: 



I 
!: 

j · 

i 
1·· 

. ' 

38 Cimbebasia 12, 1990 

7'/{K Ort,,t.'S IJ.Y .I"IRillrAt; ft'Ilt'2'. 

' 

Figure 6. These illustrations of the cross on Bart's Point and the padrao on Pedestal Point are 
duplications of drawings in Thompson 'S! original report submitted to the Admiralty . Popham · 

likewise drew the oak board with French inscription. By courtesy of Quentin Keynes. 

marble of the country, the face of which is to 

the westward, & is pretty conspicuous to a 

ship running along shore, on the eastern & 

western sides is an inscription neatly carved in 
old Roman characters, but the marble of which 
the cross is made, being of a very brittle quality 
by age, the inscription is wholly defaced; but 
on the end of the arm which points to the 
south, I plainly made out the arms of Portugal, 
tho' also somewhat injured by pieces of the 
stone having dropped off; the carving of this 
pedestal is far from being rude, & it must have 
cost some time in erecting; the foundation of 
the stone (which is secured by a cement of mud 
& sand)' is so mouldered by age, that tho ' 
marble it may be crumbled to dust by the 
finger 0

. 

Upon the western side of the harbour, just 
within ye entrance, we found erected upon a 
pine spar, 19 or 20 feet high, a small piece of 
oak board with an inscription carved thereon, 
which, tho' much defaced by the weather, I 
pieced out to be, LA, VENVS, C, PAR, M, 
BART, L, F, 16, MAY, 17-, La Venus, 

1 

commande par Monsr. Bart, Lieutenant de · 

. ' · .......... .............__ ..... ; ..... , ........... _._ ... _.., : . 

Fregate, 16th May 17-but the remainder :o{ 
the year is quite defaced, however this · served . 
to corroborate an account which I had heard of .. 
Monsr. Bart's having visited this place in the 
Venus, French Frjgate, in the year 1733, and 
had made a survey of the bay, & harbour, & 
which was lately published br Mr. Dalrymple 
from the original manuscript 1

• · 

In the bay & harbour of Pequena we found . 
many Whales, but not in such quantities, as we . 
had seen them to the southward; sea fowls are . 
much the same. 

Mr. Popham in one of his excursions shot a'. 
Teal, from a pair which were the only 
seen, much similar in plumage, & quite as good 
as the English. 

The rocks of the shore produce Limpets of 
very large size, and from shells I found .. 
also abound in Lobsters & Cray Fish, but we 
saw none alive. 

or no success. 

The sandy hills are covered with 
tracks of wild beasts; I found the den of one, & 
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,...._. . har I iound in it I am led to believe it 

to a WolP,2 , more so as the 
• an CiCursion the day before , had 

-far from that place. 

were 

lllb Mr. Popham had finished the 
• by a mean of many observations 

' - the latitude of Pedestal Point was 
... to be ...... . .. 26° 36' 50" South. 
....... of ditto .. 15° 16' 30" Est. of 

the compass . 21 45 00 West. 

was from szo 20' to 58° 10' 

IU.y here. 

-.sring to sail on the same day, but 
by a thick fog, till the 19th on 

-' noon, we weighed but at 4 in the 
the fog returning we were obliged 

,Whor. where we remained 'till the 

!IP-l>·'tii!'WD .. 7 am we weigh'd, & stood along 
dwc nonhd. at the distance of 2 or 3 

,u,d upon an examination we found 
ol w .ner so much reduced, & the 
.. of rhc country so unpromising for a 

,,,.e were under the necessity of 

allowanc.e of one quart each man · 

bat towards the 
, arren, oose sand, wtth 
broken cliffs33

, without the least 
Yq('tat ion; the beach is alternately 

"· bu t always a high irregular surf 
. it. & the shore is straight, tending 

& SSE, with irregular soundings 
17 fathoms, within a mile of the 

lliltfllllk<l-4° 33' S liesa small rocky Isle, 
from the ·rnain land, steep to, 

. lie 12 fathoms all round it; this 
with Booby Birds, from 

it the name of Booby Isle3
\ 

from 28 to 26 fathoms, mud & sand, to the 

latitude of 23 ° 40' S35 when the land becomes 

very low, with a low sandy beach, which is 

hardly perceptible for the high surf, to a bay 

named in the charts Walwich Bay36
, here we 

anchored in the evening of the 27th, in 7 
fathoms, mud & sand. 

The next morning Lieutenant Popham 

proceeded up the bay, & returned before 

noon, with an account that wood was here to 

be got, & that he had seen the tracks of ·natives 

and droves of cattle; upon this promising 

intelligence we weighed & turned up to the 

head of the bay, & at noon anchored on the 

western side, in 4 fathoms, soft muddy 
bottom. 

During our passage from Pequena to this bay , 
the weather has been much the same, the 
nights, as usual, cold & raw, with heavy dews, 
& the days hazy & murky; a heavy swell 

continually from the sea; the wind in general. 
from SSE to SW; Whales & Seals frequent all 
along; the thermometer from SZO to 64°. 

Mr . Popham immediately set about surveying 
the bay, & our other boats were constantly 

employed in bringing on board wood, & 
searching for fresh water. 

In the evening I went on shore with a party & 

was fortunate enough to attain an interview 
with four of the natives, which we found about 
a mile from where we landed; they sat down & 

received us courteously & without fear, & as a 
token of friendship rubbed each of us on the 
cheeks and breast with rancid, stinking grease, 
that they had in a cow's horn, exclaiming at the 

same time the words Borasso! Borasso !37 We 

then made them . presents of beads and other 

trifles we happened to have about us ; they 

invited us (as we understood) to their town, 
but night coming on we declined the 
expedition 'till next morning, & returned on 

board . 

Next day the same party of us landed, in order 
to pay them the promised visit, & on our 
landing were met by the same four , & 
conducted by them over a chain of barren hills 
of loose sand, in which we were sometimes half 
leg deep, about 4 miles inland south from the 

ship, here we arrived at their village, which we 
found placed in a vale in the midst of some 
small stunted trees38

, the first we had yet seen 

in the country, the largest of which was not 



L: 

!
L '· 

:,-} . 

f 

'' .. · 

40 Cimbebasia 12, 1990 

thicker in the stem than a man's leg, & not 
above 20 feet high. 

Their habitations are formed by the boughs of 
these shrubs stuck in the sand and meeting at 
the tops, where they are confined together, and 
resemble the halves of bee hives, with the backs 
next the wind, which is generally one way, & 

brings with it clouds of sand off the 
surrounding hills; the village consists of about 
20 of these huts, each hut containing a family, 
but I found a great disproportion in the sexes, 
the whole village consisting of 8 women, 3 
female children, 49 men, & 25 boys, under 10 
years of age39

. 

The men were all active, & well made, but in 
general rather inclined to be small of stature, & 

of a dark copper colour; the women 40 were 
small, & appeared in general old & wrinkled, 
amongst the whole I only saw two which I 
could suppose to be younger than 50, & yet the 
oldest had twin children at the breast. 

Both sexes are very ugly, having thick lips, flat 
noses, low foreheads, bad teeth, small eyes, & 

high cheek bones, they have all short woolly 
hair, which they begrime with stinking grease, 
& decorate with beads & small shells, 
plastering the wool into small lumps, & 

powdering it with a dust, the colour of brick 
dust 41

; they also rub their skins with grease 
any filth they can find, & stink most 

intolerably & the dirtier they are, the more 
elegant they feel themselves . 

The dress of the men & women are nearly 
alike, & very similar to that of the people we 
saw in Pequena Bay, being the dried skin of a 
seal, bullock, or any other animal, tied round 
the neck & hanging over the shoulders, 
covering them below the hips, with an apron of 
the same round the waist, which in the women 
is much longer than the men & more confined 
between _the legs; both sexes keep the hairy side 
of these Skins outward all day, & shift them 
next their flesh in the evening; they also wear 
sandals made of dried hide, which I observed 
were put on only when they came to a loose 
sand, where they answerd the purpose of mud 
pattens, which I have seen people make use of 
on the mud flats in England. 

Their ornaments are beads, & shells made into 
necklaces & ear rings, with bracelets of ivory 
round the wrist s & arms; round the neck & 
waist they tye a number of thongs of raw hide , 
to which they hang a knife, a bodkin , & a small 

box (in which they keep beads & other . · 
trinkets) all made of ivory or bone; one or two 
I saw who wore each a cap made of dried skin, · 
tied under the chin , with two goat or deer's .:. 
horns sticking out on the forehead, & the man ' , 
whom I supposed to be the cheif of the . . 
had, among the beads & ornaments about hts \ 
wool, the bladder of some animal blown up & J• 
fastened on one side of his head , with 2 or J 
others which were not blown up . 

Their arms are short sticks, bows , & arrow$ ;'' 
pointed with bone, which they carry in quivers . 
made of hide, the points of which are dipped in . 
some gummous substance, which I understood '· · 
to be poisonous, a club about 18 inches long 
with an oval lump on the end, made of a dark, . 
heavy wood, & long spears, some pointed with : .. 
the horns of deer, & others with iron, from:.· 
which & the beads of glass & copper I found •· 
amongst them I am convinced they have had (, 
some intercourse with Europeans, probably ' 
these articles may ·have come to their hands·, . · 
thro' the different tribes from the Portuguese ' 
Settlements of St. Philip de Benguela, & St. , · 
Paul de Loando, to the northward . . 

The food of these people is for the most part: 
the fruit of a small thorny plant which the 
Botanist found to be a kind of Cucumber 42

; 

this plant grows on the sandy hillocks, & we · 
found also, between the hills, a few reeds & a · 
kind of couch grass, these & the shrubs . 
beforementioned comprehend the whole . 

vegetable productions of their country, & are. 
found but in partial spots; they also use animal :· . 
food 43 & possess herds of horned cattle, their · : 
drink is mild & brackish water, but I could not ,: 

find out where they procured this last article, ·;.\ 
neither could any of us come at a sight of their <.> • .· 
cattle44

. 

We dug in many places round about the 
village, & found indeed water, but it was li 
fresher than that of the ocean . · 

The y possess a number of dogs, there were 
least thirty about the village & what is 
extraordinary, among the whole but 
males, a direct opposition to that of their own 

. spectes. 

These people · are slothful!, dull, & filthy to 
great degree, I had a proof of the latter · 
seeing a Woman assiduousl y employ'd 
picking the lice from her husband's clotted -' 
wool, & eating them with vast pleasure 
satisfaction 45

. 

;,_ 
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7. ' 'Woman in Walwich Bay, Caffraria" shows glass beads woven into her 
anchor bum;m earring, and a bone !nara knife and bodkin suspended around 

her neck. By of Quentin Keynes. 

_. , 
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Figure 8. "Man in Walwich Bay" is a portrait of a man with bow and arrows . In his hair he 
wears an inflated bladder with three others ," as well as glass beads. Around his neck hang two 

small bone boxes, a !nara knife and bodkin . By courtesy of Quentin Keynes. ' 



c 

· ·.; ., 

F 

,, 

:._.-

:::· 

.:' .... 

.,. 
' ;· 

:1 
t 

•I 

r .. . , 

Jr 
f: 

1:-

·;r:: 

._,_,. __ ....._ ....... __ . ·: ,• . 

' · --. .. .;.-_:_._, __ , __ .. 
•': 

Kinahan-Nauti/us 43 

expressed no astonishment at the sight of 

of them little or no notice of 

our parting shewed no regret, but 
passionately fond of the buttons off 

& t_obacco, which I found 
acquamted wtth, & knew the use of: 

an old woman who drew the smoak of it, 

a small tube made of hide, in large 
fulls & swallowed it 'till her stomach 

of smoak, when she lay down gasping 

in a state of intoxication & let it 

evaporate from her mouth & nos-

of these people, & also those of their 

are all sore & running with water, & the 

lashes eaten away, this is occasioned I 

by a small fly which this country is 

of, & the eye is the first place they attack, 

to prevent this they have always in their 

a flapper made of , a Fox or Jackal's 

affixed to the end of a stick; the sand 

if there is the least wind is always swept 
· eat & thick drifts, which annoys the 

, & they live & sleep in the midst of 

M.4t U 'l' ll" .. 

:w < 

0 : 

... ,._ . -.\:-. ,· 

9. These two figures illustrate the 
d£scrmtions in the narrative of the people and 

are!. The man holds in his right hand 
made from a jackal's brush; he 

with antelope horns and an inflated 
·_,, .• ,Ulii.UUt:r. By courtesy of Quentin Keynes. 

the smoak of a fire which they keep continually 
burning in the middle of their huts. · 

Their language is very disonant, & consists in a 

great measure of monosyllables, each word 

being preceded by a click46 in the speech, 

which is effected by an application of the 

tongue to the roof of the mouth, as thus, 
t'Gus- a cow47

; t'Ding Houi- ijood day, or 
you do48

; t'Mare- milk.r; &c. · 

found they had among them some clay 
utensils and callibashes, these last I imagine 
must have come a long way out . of the 
countrr 0

. 

I look upon them to be a wandering people, & 

only take up their abode in partial spots, where 
they may chance to find the trees which I have 
beforementioned growing, & when they are 
expended by fire, & other occasions, they 
move & search for another place of residence, 
as a proof of. this I saw two or three spots, 
which bore the appearance of worn out de­
serted villages51

• 

I saw but one land bird here, which resembled 
ye English house sparrow 52

• 

... ..r ... :nT..rl n .-... wn. .-... 

'· 

Figure 10. Probably the earliest drawing of a 
!nara melon, fruit of Acanthosicyos horrida 
which is endemic to the Namib coast. The 
!nara melon is exceptionally nutrmous, 
especially the flesh, boiled and then dried, and 

the seeds. By courtesy of Quentin Keynes. 
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Figure' 11. Probably an idealized version of the 
eighteenth century village in the Walvis Bay 
du:: ?fields. The trees would have been 
Tamarix usneoides. By courtesy of Quentin 

Keynes. 

After making these observations & buying a 
calf which we found in the village I returned on 

board, & the next day another party of officers 
& men paid them a visit, and were fortunate 
enough to buy from them a fines3 young 
heifer, which we killed & served to the Ship's 
Compy. & was fat & good beef. 

We were at the same time not idle in digging & 

searching for fresh water, & procuring wood, 
but our endeavours to attain water proved all 
fruitless. 

On the 30th I again paid a visit to the natives, 
attended by a party, in hopes of purchasing 
some more cattle, but I was disappointed, 
however we penetrated 2 or 3 miles into the 
country to take a view of it, tho' not without 
much murmuring among the Natives. 

We found no alteration of the soil in this 
excursion, the whole face of the country being 
one loose, barren sand, with high mountains : 
The wind being rather fresh during this walk, 
the sand which flew in great clouds was very 
troublesome & almost blinded us, and we were 
very happy to get again on board . 

We were employed 'till the 1st of May in the 
survey of the bay, & supplying the Ship with 
wood; this we found in great plenty, dead, & 

cast up on the shores, but where it can have 
come from I am at a loss to conceive, I am 
possitively assured it could never have been the 
growth of this part of the continent of Africa, 
tho' some people who · have before visited a 
part of Caffraria have said that it appeared to 

them to have been a country worn out by time, 

& had once been fruitfull; I am rather led 
think it was thus created, & the wood · 
we found to have been swept out of the · 

to the northward, & cast up here by 
winds, for all the places which we have 
give strong proofs of the force of the 

gales. 

Whilst we lay here the seine was hauled 

day when the surf would permit, & we 

pretty successfull in taking Rats, Catfish, &. 

Sand Eels, which last are sweet, ut very full of 
bones. 

Walwich Bay54 is formed by a low, sandy 

to the SW, which bears the appearance of 
entirely under water in particular seasons, 

probably in the northerly winds & is bounded 
to the eastward & northward by the main land· 
it is about 7 miles broad, & runs from 
entrance to the southward about 6' or 7', 

soundings from 12 fathoms to 6 feet, 
muddy bottom. 

The head of this bay is full of sand flats, · 
indeed the whole is surrounded by 

from which arise thick fogs & 

exhalations , they are full of Flamingos, .· 

Pelicans, & many other sea birds; it is well 
sheltered from all winds & you lay in it as in 
mill pond. 

The nightsss & mornings here were calm, 

raw & damp, ' till the fogs were dispersed by 
the SW trade, which seldom set in 'till 10 
oclock, & died away again towards Sun • set; 
this weather caused agues to be very frequent 
& general amongst us, however every care was 
taken against its attacks, & the Peruvian barks6 

administered, which had a good effect. 

Whales & Seals are found here, but not in such:· 

quantities asto the southward. 

The tide in Walwish bay flows 8 feet. 

On the 2d . of May Mr. Popham had 
his observations, by which we 
situation of this bay to be, 

Latitude .. .... .. ... . ... 22° 53' 57'' 
Longitude .. . . 14 ° 40' 00" Et. of Greenwich. 

.Variation of the compass .... .. 21 o 20' West •. 
The thermometer was generally from 59° to· 
64°. 

The same day having completed our 
weighed and continued our researches 
along shore to the northward, but at 8 the same 
evening it being nearly calm & the current l!c . 
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us forcibly right on the shore, 

... broken, • with high irregular 
I was under the necessity of 

. ..., ... , 1 io IS fathoms sandy bottom, about 

balf from the beach . · 

.:W.U ran very high & hollow, & there : .. .. ,,r !'ind we lay in this disagreeable 
· · •till the 4th when at noon a breeze 
. . . . we weighed & proceeded along 

the coast during our run 
to this place have been 

more regular than we had before 

having in general sandy bottom, 
10 lS fathoms, within a mile of the 

has been much the same & the 
£lift ... ( IS of the ague as frequent. 

which we find bears the name of 
is very clear, clean, & extensive, 

, .. ., cmnsula, which forms the SW point, 

I& flat plain, composed of white sand 

with a clean beach . ., 

is about 4 miles broad, in the 
but at the head of the bay where 

mainland it is not above 1
/• of a 

the nonhermost _part it is · about 

in his researches up the head of 

the tracks of natives , but saw 
any verdure, upon the northern 

he found a large piece of 
& the runner tackle of a large 

of which were painted green, 

& did not appear to have been exposed there 
above a year. . 

The NE side of the bay is bounded by the main 

land, which is a high wall of high sandy 
mountains, it is about 9 miles broad & runs up 

in a north & south line, 22 miles from the 

entrance & is well sheltered from most winds 

& smooth riding; where we lay we were onl y 
open to the sea from NbE to NWbN . 

The head of the bay is full of sand banks .& 

lakes left by the tide; there are regular 

soundings from the western to the eastern 

shore from 15 to 7 fathoms, mud & sandy 
bottom . 

The tide rises here nearly 9 feet. 

Whilst the survey of the bay was completing I 
used every endeavour to find fresh water, but 

in vain, I also penetrated with a party as far as 

possible into the country, but to my 

mortification beyond every hill we persevered 

to ascend, we still found one which rose 

higher, nor did I perceive the least sign of 

vegetation: In this excursion I met with a bird 
marked between the wings , on the back, whit e, 

but every where else black, & in all respects 

resembling the European crow 58
; this was the 

second land bird I had seen on the coast since 

our leaving St. Helen 's Bay: The tracks & dung 

of wild beasts were also frequently seen. 

This bay possesses an abundance of fish, of a 

great variety & all excellent in their kinds; 
Mullet, of a large size, Soals, Breams, 

snappers , King Fish, Albacores,-] ew F1sh, 

Skan, Thorn-backs, Rays, & vanous others of 
the'lnferior, bad, kin s as Sharks, Monks & 

Catfish; the seine was constantly hauled once 

OftWiee a day, & fish taken in such profusion 

that great quantities were obliged to to [sic] be 

thrown overboard. 

Tunle were also seen of a large size , but we 

caught none. 

The Botanist here, as in most of the other 

places we had touched at, found no subject for 

investigation. 

We however replaced our late expence of 

wood, which we found here cast up as in 

Walwish Bay, & Mr. Popham having finished 

the survey, & every investigation being made, 

on the 16th May we weighed & proceeded with 
a fresh. breeze, close along shore in 10 & 15 

fathorp.s, towards cape Negroe . 
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The latitude of Fish bay was ascertained to be 

16° 29' 45" S. 
Longitude .... 11 o 33' 48" Et . of Greenwich. 
Variation of the compass .. . 21 o 16' 00" West. 
The thermometer whilst we lay there from 65 o 

to 69°. 

Amongst the many various errors we found in 
all the charts respecting this coast, none can be 
more egregious than their description of cape 
Negroe, which they lay down as a long cape, 
stretching to the westward, with a river, & the 

situation of it to be from 16° 04' to 16° 27'S 

Latitude. 

From our leaving Fish bay we sailed close in 
with the shore, & Lieut. Popham kept, within 

the Ship, in a boat close to the surf to the 
latitude of 16 o 00' S. The Sun was now setting, 
which was in general the clearest time upon the 
coast, & we could see at least 5 leagues to the 
northd. but could discern no projection of the 
land , nor any opening or inlet, but a continued 
straight shore, barren sand hills, & dark 
hummocks, with a flat beach, & a high surf, as 

it had been from Fish bay. 

Here in compliance with my orders & 

instructions, my researches terminated, & I 
hauled to the westward, nor did any man feel a 

regret at leaving so dreary a coast, along which 
we had sailed nearly 1 200 miles in a direct line, 

without seeing a tree or procuring a drop of 
fresh water, altho' every effort & every diligent 
attention was exerted by all, & every one, 
employed on this occasion. 

I steered as far southerly as the wind would 
allow, hoping to fall in with the shoal of 
Anthony Viana, which is with much 
uncertamty la1d down off this coast, but as we 
did not pass within 10 leagues of its reputed 

northernmost latitude we did not see it 
consequently I made the best of my way forth; 
Island of St. Helena, and on the 6th day 

in St. James s Bay, where we found 
ndmg the Dutton, one of the Et . India 
Company's Sh1ps, & a French Bark belonging 

toN antz, who was to Angola for a_ cargo 
of slaves; he had put m here m some d1stress 
having made the island by meer chance, when 
he supposed himself by his reconing to be 60 or 
70 leagues to the eastward of it. 

I observed after we had ran 50 leagues from the 
coast of Caffraria, we got rid of the moist thick 

which we had always 
dunng our stay there, & entered a clear, serene 

atmosphere, with brisk , wholesome breezes; 

this change in the weather made a sensible one 
in the healths of our people, & on our arrival at : . 
St. Helena, we had got the better of all our · ' 
little complaints, and there remained but two, 
which had been violent attacks of the ague-. .. 

On the 1st. of June we had completed diw 
Water & the Rigging, upon which I weighed tt . 
steered to the NW; the Dutton Indiaman 

intending to sail next morning. 

It has been generally understood that Ships ·. 

bound to Europe from Saint Helena touch ' at 

Ascension, it laying so directly in the way, to 

refresh their crews with Turtle which is there 
in abundance; this would have been a very 
gratefull thing to us, to whom fresh provisions 
had not been frequent, but my orders being 50· , ' 

pressing for my return, I relinquished every 
consideration , & made the best of my way for 

England. 

I crossed the Equator in Longitude 19° 45' 
carried the SW trade - to the latitude of 4 o 

North: It is invariable that between 
meetings of trade winds you must have calms 
& baffling weather, this we proved 'till the NE . 
trade reached us; but in this passage when to · ' 
the Northward of 10° North latitude, you may 
look upon yourself as clear of any, but Period­

ical, calms. 

The NE. trade lasted but to the latitude of 

00' North, when it was succeeded a SW 
wind, but with calms, light light [sic] winds, & 
variable baffling weather. 

I passed 20 leagues to the Eastward of St. 
Mary's, one of the Azores; and about 4 or Sl 
by my reckoning, which I had every reason .to 
believe was correct, to the Westward of a rock · 
which is laid down in the charts 25 leagues d* 
East of that Island, · but did not · see -any : 
appearance of it. . , 

We had light winds & changeable weather ;till 
the 1Oth of July, when we were met by · an 
ENE wind , against which we contended, and . . 
beat into the Channel, struck soundings on ·th;e· . 
20th and anchored at Spithead on the 23rd afttt · 
a tedious passage of 53 days . - ·· · 

During this voyage I am happy to say I .. 
not lost a man, by sickness, accident, or · 
otherwise, and on our arrival at Spithead lild. · 
not one on board but whose complaint would : 
be perfectly eradicated by his native Air. ,:·:.. . 

[signed] Tho. Bolden .· 

. ·. 

·'4 .,,.. 
•• 
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. Recapitulation of the Latitude & Longitude of every Bay, Cape, or Head Land 
,beforementioned, with the Variation of the Compass, and the Degrees of Hear. 

Variation 
of the 

JUUUJ I Greenwich I Compa: 
32 to 61° 
32°50'47" 

I 
18°12'00" 

32°20'15" 18°13'00" 

31 °42'57" 

28°45'00" 

26°36'50 " ·15°16'30" 21 °45' . 57° to 58° 
24 °33'00 " 

" " 22°53'51" 14°40'00" 21 °20' 59° to 64° 
18°45'00" 

16°29'45 " I 11 °33' 48" I 21 °16' 65 ° to 69 ° 

t l'uts of the south-eastern Cape Province, South Africa, are today still known as "Kaffraria". On 

culy eighteenth century maps, the area in south-western Africa between approximately the 

Tropic of Capricorn and the Cape of Good Hope was recorded as "Caffaria" (e.g. A Chart of ye 

Coasts of Cimbebas and Caffaria from Mt . Negro to ye C. of Good Hope, 1701; reproduced on 
the: cover of Cimbebasia vol. 10, 1988). 
Now known as St Helena Bay . 

1 The botanist, Mr Anthonio Pantaleon Howe is referred to as Hove in Vigne (1988) and Frost 

(1980). Vigne (1988: 6) states that Hove was a Polish gardener from Kew, accompan ying the 

voyage on the instructions of Sir Joseph Banks, President of the Royal Society. 

• In 1683 Berg River had been established as the limit of the farming frontier (Elphick 1977 : 221), 
but at the time of the voyage of the Na11tilus over a century later the colonial boundar y had been 
extended considerably further north . 

' Grey -wing, and Cape, francolin. 

,. Quentin Keynes 's annotation from the unillustrat cd copy of the narrative reads: "of the antelope 

kind". 
Brown hyena (Hyena brunnea). 

" Following the suggestion made by Richard Brook, of the Percy Fitzpatrick Institute, University 

Qf Cape Town, that the name allegranza could be from medieval Portuguese, Eric Axelson (in 

litt.) commented that there is no such word in the Portuguese language, nor any bird's name 

which begins with the letters gr. However, alcatraz is the generic name for large birds ; allegranza 
could possibly be a corruption. Axelson further offers the information that Johann Forster, chief 

naturalist to James Cook , in The ResolutiQn journal of johann Reinhold Forster 1172-1175 

· (Hakluyt Society, 1982) identified all birds seen in Cape waters and made no reference to any bird 

resembling allegranza in name. '·'·" 
" In the entry for Monday 27 March in the daily journal, Thompson mentions that he sent 4 half 

of gunpowder to the farm er to help pay for the waterand refreshments . 
.1o Quentin Keyne s's annotation from the unillustrated copy of the narrative adds: " Much has been 

. said by voyagers of the Cape Sheep and of the weight and size of their tails, and all equally 
erronious. I procured some here of the largest breed, they are long legged and with short wool, 

. without horns ; their Tails are very short and taper off from the Buttock, to a point , and the largest 
I ·ever saw when skinned did not exceed five pounds in Weight." 

11 Hippopotami . 
IJ Hippopotami. 
I J Quentin Keyne s's annotation from the unillustrated manuscript adds : "These and the Ostridges 

with which this country abounds at certain times of the year comprehends the cheif part of the 

3 ·• 
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trade of the Dutch fanners. The Hippopotamus, they kill for their skin and Ivory-whic ,h ii 
whiter harder and of a closer texture than that produced by the Elephant. And the Manatee or Sea · 
Cows flesh I am told equals that of an ox". . 

i4 Quentin Keynes's annotation from the unillustrated copy of the narrative adds: "on board. Taken : 
on shore it rose 3° 10'". <· 

15 These two rocky clumps which Thompson sketched 'in his daily journal did indeed mark Cape 
Voltas, cf Colonel Robert 1 acob Gordon's journal entry for 16 August 1779: " . . . Saw the two . 
little rocky mountains mentioned before at a distance of half a quarter of an hour to our ... .. 
The easterly one is the larger. We named them 'De Twe Gebroeders'. Apart from [knowmgl 
latitude, these [mountains] are the only signs by which one could discover the mouth of the 
Orange River, since they are close to the shore, the smaller one pointed, three miles S of the · 
mouth, as I saw from the mountain . There the sea extends directly northwards and forms a ' · 
fair-sized inlet, after which the land at the mouth extends NW ." (Raper & Boucher 1988: 264). · 

16 In the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, confusion seemed t.o reign over. the position of Du 
Voltas Bay. The name came from the Portuguese voyages of discovery dunng the fifteenth •. 
sixteenth centuries. A ma,p compiled c. 1489 by Henricus Martellus Germanus records Volta ·· 
Angras at the mouth of the Orange River. The bay of De Voltas which Thompson was · 
for was undoubtedly the bay a short distance south of the Orange River mouth. Present 
latitude for the Orange River mouth is 28°38'20"S; for Alexander Bay 28°40'24"S (with . 
Head" and "South Head" either side of the bay); and for Cape Voltas 28 °43'00"S. The · .· 
clumps in 28°40'5 that Thompson sketched were the landmarks to look out for when searchin&· 
for the bay (cf endnote no. 15). · 

i? Thefollowing extract comes from the daily journal of the Baade (Moritz 1915: 45): " .. . we had, . 
below the southern point of Agoa das Voltas , drifted onto a sandy shelf that lies some two milct 
to the south and runs along the coast from the southern point of Agoa das Voltas to the northern 
point. The water on this shelf is extremely foamy and turbulent, and along this reef, a long half 
mile from the coast, we found 11, 12 to 13 fathom deep sandy bottom. At noon, we found we 
had reached 28° 37' southern latitude. This above-mentioned bay, Agoa das Voltas, runs mainly 
NW and SE and has an extremely shallow foreshore, and the surf on this shallow foreshore begint 
far from the coast." [Translated by P. Reiner, Language Service, Ministry of Education]. 

18 Colonel Robert 1 acob Gordon's description of the Orange River mouth (23 August 1779) explains 
the difficulties involved in finding the mouth from the sea: "I measured the latitude: 0 33' .. . : 

. With the boat I went irtto the mouth, into the breakers. In the mouth was a narrow channel in whiclt · 
I found three fathoms of water, in the breakers about one fathom and right inside in front of the 
mouth a sandbank, so to the innermost part on either side was a gully three fathoms deep. [fhis J; 
however, did not extend into the breakers which, for as long as we have been here now, are very: 
strong outside. The deepest part, or the strongest current, of the river is close to the right bank. There 
I found a narrow channel two-and-a -half fathoms deep, [with] sand and also mud [but] nothing like · 
a _rock, which ends far upstream on a sandbank at our outspan . However, almost no current can be. 

except at ebb-tide, on account of the broad vlei which the river forms here. I am completd y •· .. 
convmced that no boat can enter here, unless on a single occasion when the river is full, which is , 
generally in1 anuary or February; but then the sea, which is here very wild because of the flat beach,." 
must be dead calm, and at high tide. But I still doubt it and, even knowing the latitude, how would 
anyone find this small, shallow mouth?" (Raper & Boucher 1988: 276). 

19 
The padrao erected by Bartolomeu Dias in 1 uly 1488 on the present Dias Point at Luderitzbuclu . 

figure 6. . 
20 Now known as Dias Point. . 
21 

Pelargonium spp. "..; · 
22 

caution leads one to think that the local people must have had some unpleasant experiertte$·'· ·. 
Wl.th sea-far.ers, although . Thompson goes on to state that they had about them no material : 

ev1dence of w1th Europeans. However, according to Stackpole (1953: 164) Americart ,:. 
whalers were the Southern Right whale from the Gulf of Guinea down the West African·:­
coast to Walv1s Bay and Table Bay during the 1780s. Walvis Bay, Angra Pequena and Saldanh• '. 
Bay on the south-western coast were most popular with the whalers who used to leave the Unittd : 
?tates With a supply of trade goods to pay for fresh provisions (Booth 1964: 281). It seems thar. , 
m 1786 the whalemen had not yet begun their trading activities at Angra Pequena. 

23 
1 aggas were a fierce and warlike people, properly called the Imbangala, from the . ....,,

11
., 

reg10n of the Congo and Lunda in Angola . They pillaged settlements and allied with 

. · .. ::-:· 
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: in slave-raiding as they through i Angola to the coast, reaching the Kunene 

'· JP"<t" the late century (]ill Kmahan 1989: 36 ). The J agga are often recorded on maps 

century, but never south than approximately the latitude of Cape Negro 

. Thompson's seems to be an 1sdated reference to their occurring as far -south as 27°5 . 

. language bewildered the English sailors. Nama has four different clicks: the dental( / ), · 

· .:jt- lateral (/ /), the palatal ( * ), and the alveolar ( !), each with five variant releases. These 

)l,ltf;uniliar sound s no doubt led Thompson to hear it as "disonant & harsh". Professor W. Haacke 

... African Languages Department, of Namibia, finds quire acceptable Thompson's 

of the language as monosyllable . He explains that, strictly speaking, Nama roots are 

( .. yllabtc, but that many do sound monosyllabic because of contraction (Haacke, in lin.). The 

that vowels in Nama can be oval, or nasalized, probably led Thompson to describe it as 
. through the nose" . . · 

Keynes 's annotation from the unillustrated copy of the narrative adds : "but well formed 
:'It swift of foot" . 

Angra Rock. 

P ;This island, named by Thompson, is still known as Seal Island. 

lit :SPII known by Thompson's name of Penguin Island . 
3

, Now adjoined ro the mainland, Shark Island first appeared under its current name in 1828 on 
:Admiralty Chart no. 632. 

1!;1 This detailed description of the padrao when it was still standing has been used by researchers in 

attempts to recon struct its appearance (cf Kinahan 1988). 

· For a reproduction of Dalrymple 's map see Kinahan (1988: 54). The original manuscript is housed in 

. the British Library , reference no. Maps 147 e 17. Barr's original manuscript survey has not been traced . 

'
1 .Brown hyena . 

l-t Although it seems reasonable to assume the cliffs were named by Thompson "Easter Cliffs" 

·because the Nautilus sailed past them over Easter (the dare in the daily journal is given as Sunday 

23 April), Greg Roberts of the South African Astronomical Observatory has worked out that 

· 'Easter Sunday would have fallen on the 16th April, the Sunday before. The name "Easter Cliffs" 

·appears on"Popham 's chart "Coast of Caffraria" . 

u ·Listed in Thomps on's table at the end of his journal as Bird Island .; now known as Hollam's Bird 

-lsland . Boob y birds are Cape gannets. 

» The entr y in the daily journal for Thursday 27 April gives the latitude as 23 °16'30"S and states that 

the ship was running along shore 4 or 5 miles off, with large quantities of blubber floating by. 

This evidence of whaling activity in the vicinity of Walvis Bay (23 °S) points tO the likelihood of 

'· American whalers being in these waters (cf endnote no. 22). When the British took over the Cape 

-9f Good Hope in 1795, the sloop Star re-surveyed the south -western coast and found British 
whaleships at Angra Pequena whose captains revealed their sound knowledge of the coastline. 

Xt. The present Walvis Bay. The English corrupted the spelling of the original Dutch name 

· !'Walvisch"; ro the American whalers of the eighteenth century it was known also as Woolwich 

Bay. The original spelling in the manuscript was "Walwish Bay", but it has been subsequently 

_corrected in dark brown ink to "Walwich Bay" . 

· J7 Professor W. Haacke, and Pastor£ : Eiseb, of the African Languages Department, University of 

Namibia, suggest that the Nama would h'ave been borosa, meaning "anointed", from the verb 
boro meaning "to anoint", and the adjectival suffix sa. cf Popham, who reports the word as 

Barossa, or Morassa (p. 67). 
)I Tamarisk trees, Tamarix usneoides. See figure 11 . 

>' cLendnote no . 44 
-+Q annotation from the unillustrated copy of the narrative reads : "I observed each of the 

Women had one joint of the little finger cut off." 

••. Red ochre (haematite); still used as a cosmetic today by Himba pastoralists in Kaokoland. 

.z Thompson's is the earliest description and illustration of the !nara plant, Acanthosicyos horrida. 

S.ee figure 10. 
0 Quentin Keynes's annotation from the unillustrated narrative adds: "As we found by their eating 

parr of some Beef we brought for our days subsistance on our last visit." 
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44 The reason for this is advanced by John Kinahan (1989: 154). Because of the restricted availabilitY 
of waterholes in the !Khuiseb Delta, the village Thompson visited was the central pastoral . 

encampment . During the dry season, the pastoralist's animals would have been dependent upon · 

the waterhole which serviced the camp, but when water was available at a distance from the camp, · 

animals would have been kept at outlying stockposts, and not at the village. Several subse·qtient · 
historical sources mention the long delays that were necessary during the bartering of catt le, 

because the animals were brought from inland, e. g. Alexande r (1838). Ther e are also indications 

that the inhabitants of Walvis Bay were familiar enough wit h sea-farers to employ caution, and 

keep their women and cattle out of harm 's way . · 
45 Compare Edmund Gardner's (1803) description of the inhabitants of Walvis Bay (idiosyncratic 

spelling and grammar have been preserved ) : . 
" .. . left for the West Cost of Africa , where we arrived in the 6th Mo . 1803. Whtle on the south 

and West of Africa was in the dominions of Hotentot s, saw man y of them, had some 
communication with them . In the later part of one day, saw some of the natives on the shore not. 

far from the ships, there were several ships in Walwich Bay at the time , a boat was sent from each · 

ship . The boat from our Ship I was in, I had never seen any of this singlar peopl e before . I looked 

at them, talked with them (by signs) the numb er of them were three , an old man, one old, and 
one yo ung feernales . They talked incessantl y nothing could we understand, after a little time, 
some one made a noise like the lowing of cattle, when the yo ung woman repeted the sound, and 

then laid her head on her hand sbuting her eyes irnmitatin g sleep, then pointing and folowing the 
sun 't ill down, then going through the sleeping sign, and when the sun arrose the third day, the 

Bullock s, Sheep, and Goats would be there . True to the signs they carne, with quite a number of 
them to drive and care for the stock . Nearl y all, or quit e all, was purchased by the different Ships · 

in the Bay. They wanted nothing in exchange for the stoc k, but Backasaw, and Tentabar, which . 
was Tobacco, and Iron, which was of more value to them than anything offered. Th.e feemales had · 
bracelets on their arms of iron, and brass, some of them , must been young, when they had them 

put on as 'twould been difficult to get them over their hand s. 

Th ere was one thing pecular to them, that was the many dogs . I several times counted them and 
the persons with them , and on an average 'tw as twenty dogs to each perso n. Their manners were 
singular for seldom or ever do they walk, if the dist ance is not more than ten feet, they run. When 

approaching stranger s, as soon as they can be heard, call out " ting-hoi gh," and continue calling 

till quite clost when they stick their spear in the ground , call , "or' tin ghoigh" and always seeme 
glad to see strangers . 

Thi s singular people have pecular propencit y for filth , they have little clothing, a skin arround 

their loins, the covering for the remainder of the bod y is made up with filth , and greesy substances 

to close the pore s of the skin, they seem to suffer from cold nights . Theirs another thin g pecular 

to them, the manner of their sitting, their uniform practi ce is to sit, or bend down on their feet, 

throu gh the whole night arround a little fire, for fewell is scarce with them . At the time Ships are · 
takin g Whales and fresh carcasses drive on shore, they prefer those that have become stale and 

putrid to fresh ones. Having put my finger on one of their arms which had been well basted with 

their wate rproof the stench was so great that after twice washing my hands with soap, found 'twas 

not possible to eradicat e the stench by washing, had recour se to smoking with a strong smoke : 
Their collour was not african, but a shade or two darker than the Indian , hair curl y with many 

beads wro ught into their hair. The Beef they brou ght to market was fresh in compare with our 

long salted pro visions , but 'twas not well fleshed neither was it sweet, as new Beef generally is, . 

the mutton was better, but not equel to Southdown they must had scant y pasture . Nothing is to 

be seen of the sero unding Country but sand hills, the only green thing near is at the Gardens (so . 

north of the u.sual anchorage Sarnp here is be obtained , by soaking in fresh water', 
tts made ptckles of, m of better . The natives all have spears needy wrought from . 

Iron , wh tch would seerne trnposstble to have been wrou ght without some pecular proc ess. " . 
46 

See endnote no . 24. · 
47 

Nama for cow is gomas . · · 
48 

Alth oug h phrase is repeated by Edrymnd Gardner (1803) as or' tinghoigh, Professor . 
and Pastor Etseb of the African Languages Department, Univ ersity of Namibia , can offer no · ' 
current equivalent. Haacke suggests that it could be either !gai I lgoas "goo d morning" or !gai .!bt'l · 
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C'\'cning" . Eiseb claims that the people dili not know these expressions originally, as they 
Europeam idiom. 
-for "milk" is daib. 

.. by communities, calabashes would have come into the rossession of the 
pastoralists by trade, presumabl y with people from the far north o the country. (cf. 
; opinion that the Walvis Bay pastaralists must have had trading links with Angola .) 

is exotic to Namibia, it must have reached Africa from America prior to the latter 
the eighteenth century . 

was, of. to obse rve the appearance, and lifestyle of the 
Jliic(ft()us people hvmg m the VICmlty of any natural harbour he m1ght find , so that the area 

evaluated for settling Briti sh convicts. 

the Cape Sparrow , or the Great Sparrow, found in more arid areas. · 
two pages here is a loose sheet written in a different handwriting and ink from that of 

the journal with comments on the ske tches which read: "The mantle is either the Hide 
Beast or Seal, tied with Thongs round his neck, the Head Covered with rather a hairy 

Platted with Grease & Red Earth, Ears 'large thick Lips Large flat Nose s like Negroes bur 
more homely, their feet and hands not larger than of a Boy of 12 Years old, the Colour dark 

C lub pointed in his hand, peice of Ivory round wrist, holds an ostrich 's Egg. [See figure 

}', Ear anchor Button, rhe hair filled with Beads of Colour, small plats in same manner 
of Ivor y abt. her Neck like an Ivor y fo lder. [See figure' 7). ' 

woo lly braided up Sheeps bladd er in his hair & smaller ones . Oval peice of Ivory wirh 
uponit, dark MulattO almost black . Seal Skin." [See figure 8]. 
back of this loose sheer: . 

.,_,...,hnc h Bav 

hand s;ick with Tail of J ackall to bru sh the flies from their Eyes which are generaly sore. 
pcict thick hide as a safeguard. [See figure 9). 
_made of Boughs of Cypress or Speciss of that Nature. 
1bt. Thickness of mans thigh from 12 to 14 Feet high . 

Feet high sufficient to co main 4 or 5." [See figure 11]. 
is the same type of paper which makes up the journal , but is smaller, i.e. 185 x 236 mm 

204 X 265 mm. Both Thomp son 's original report in the Public Recor d Office, and 
., ..... . ac..:ounr, are written on paper approximately the size of this loose sheer. The ink appears 

colour (dark brown) as that of the corrections made to the text, which is written in 
lft'y•Oiack ink . 
!'W:.lwish Bay " has been corrected tO " Walwich Bay " in dark brown ink . 

originally read "night" and was corrected in dark brown ink to "nights". 
bark was the bark of the South American cinchona tree, a natural source of quinine. 

was used in some Ro ya l Navy ship s as early as 1690, (Campbell in !itt). but as the disease 
was not p,roperly understood until 1896, quinine was one of a numb er of alternative 

for ' 'fever', 
as Grear Fish Bay, and currently as B. dos Tigres . 

not es for the unillustrated narr ative read as follows: 
at tide and end of na'rrative ; inCludes log 45 pages of ms bound in full vellum . 
unillusrrated] Ipanu script : 

last page* as it appears in Derb y manuscript are 11 page s of routes of the Nautilus, 
latitude and longitud e readin gs etc. neatly ruled in several columns . 

n: as follows : 
His Sloop Nautilus, in a Voyage from the Island of Saint Thomas's along the 

of So1.1t.ll Africa, and back to England." 
,,.. ... g: . 
Saint Thomas's tow ards Saint Helen' s Bay" 
Fish Bay to the island of Sr. Helena" ' 

illltG11!00$itc page from above sub-heading the following has been added (?later?):"Note. That in 
the Route continues along the Coast of Caffraria -and ought to have followed the time 

St. Bay ." · 
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Next sub-head: 
"From St. Helena towards . England" 
There is then a blank page _and the next heading: 
"Route. From St. Helen's . Bay to Angra Pequena" . 
On blank left-hand page is written (?later?):"N.B. As the Coast of Caffraria trenched 
upon a north and south lii:te; the Latitude is only mark ed on the Route ; for the Longtude, and 
and W. curves of the Land I refer, tO the General Chart ". 

Next Sub-head: 
"From Angra Pequena to ."Walwich Bay" 
then: >;;;\ 
"From Walwich Bay to Fish Bay" 
Next main heading: . 
"Latitudes and Longitudes of different Places on the North and South Coasts of Africa, • 

ascertained by Lunar Observation, & a Time Piece made by Kendal" . 

Sub-head : 
"North Africa" 

END 

POPHAM'S NARRATIVE 

Voyage to So. Africa 

On the dawn of the 21st. of March we made 

Dassen Island on the West Coast of Caffrari a, 
about 8 Leagues to the NW, we sounded 105 
Fathoms black Mud; it is in Latitude of 
33°25'S and is the best landfall for Ships, 

bound tO the Northward along this Coast, Our 

passage from St. Thomas was long from a 
continued succession of SE Winds, we 
regularly decreased our Variation from 19 Wt. 
to 8°49' in the Latitude 23q2'S, 13°14' Wt. 

Longitude; afterwards increasing to 21 ° 18' 

Wt. the Evening before we made the Land . To 
the Northward of Dassen Island, there is a 
large, and to appearance a well sheltered Bay 
from every Wind: (Saldanhas) but it not being 

within the Limits of Captain Thompson s 

Orders, I had no oppertunity of satisfying 
myself of its interior resources, or the 
protection it gave to Shipping in the Northerly 
gales; In the Year 1601 the French took 
possession of this Bay but soon abandon'd it; 
whether from Compulsion, or it not answering 
tht;ir purpose I cannot determine ; but I beleive 
the form er to be the Case. 

Cape Francois, its northern promontory lies in 
the Latitude of 33°8'14"S off which there are a 
few small rocks above water; but no distance 
from the Shore; after standing close into the 
entrance of this Bay Captain Thompson 
brought tOo a sufficient time for me to take the 
bearings of some of the projecting Points, tO 
determine the trenching of the Coast; and then 
sailed along shore in search of St. Helens rBay 
where we anchored the same Evening . 

Our Scene was now much altered; a diversity 

of Sea Fowl about the Ship and the Surface of 

the Water almost covered with Whales, and 

Seals; as to the Specie of the Former, I only · 

assert from those peoples Opinion, who had 

been in that Fishery, few of them exceeded 70 
Feet in length, and were seen in greater 

numbers than pairs ; they not alarmed at 

the Ship, but seemed tO approach and 

investigate a Body, assuming a proragative on 

their Element, and of superior size to 

themselves; their numbers to us, was not 

particul arly satisfactory, after our Curiosit y' 

was once gratified; had the Land promised a! .· 

much for this Voyage as the Sea !did for the 

establishment of a Spermaceti Fish!!r}r in this 

Country, our hopes of success in the 

undertaking woud have been much height­

ened, little had we to expect, from: the barren 

like Aspect of this Ironbound Shore, on which 

a heavy Surf must ever set. 

The Coast to St. Helens Bay tho' rocky, is . 

without any hidden danger, every 'thing that 

can possibly hurt a Ship, appearing above 

Water. From Cape St. Martins the Land runs ., 

low terminating in a Point , and about 4 leagues .:. 

to the WSW lie the Pater Noster Rocks there . 

appeared to be no foul Ground to seaward of 

the outermost Rock- Two are considerabl y 

larger than the rest, the one to the Northward 

the other to the Westward, appearing white 

and of conical Figures ; and the eastermost liet' 

about 1 and '/ • Mile from the Shore. To the 
Westward of St. Martin s point there are two 
small Bays, but so open to the Sea, that no 
Boat can land with any degree of safety. The 

>i- · 
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· ·western part of the the [sic] Bay is rocky and 

dte Land Mountairtous, to the NE of Berg 

. Jlifer there is a flat sandy Beach, but on the 

: Northern part of it tis dangerous land.g from 

. 'fO irregular Surf that breaks upon the Beach. 1 
_,,_,., 

f'went in the Boat about 30 Miles up this River 

lO search for Fresh Water, where I was met by 

One 1 acobus Laubschar who guided me to his 

.House, he was the nearest Inhabitant and 

') oJorm'd me that the River was equally salt, 

·: oearly as much higher up as I had already 

\ come, but from the Spring at his House, 

which was half a Mile from the landing Place, 

· I might be supplied with some Water, for the 

· Use of the Ship ; tho' the getting it to the Boats, 

was not to be accomplish'd without the 

Assistance of his Waggons. he likewise sent 

others to the Sea Side for our empty Butts that 

no time might be lost in procuring (tho' with 

such difficulty so valuable an Article . This 

Farmer informed me that if we had been here 

·during the Winter or rainy season, we should 

110t only have watered with ease, but reaped 

the advantage of procuring whatever 

necessaries we wanted without going so great a 

distance from the Ship ; as he then lives in the 

Houses situated on the Hill on the West Side of 

· me Bay, 'Yhere he continues till the return of 

· the dry Weather; In going up the River I saw 

Flocks of Flamingos and Ostriches the latter I 

find is a part of the Trade of the Farmers about 

.· this part of the Country; where they abound ; 
·they kill them in the Season when their 

Plumage is the most perf ect, which is 

November and December . The Country is 

sandy throughout the places or patches (there 

being no enclosures) where the Corn was 

sown, seemed little bener than the common 

Grounds, and the only difference was the 

Manure from the Cattle of the Farm I saw no 

-Trees, except a Plantation of Poplars near the 

· House, but vast quantity of Heath, and large 

Bushes, which make excellent cover for " the 

Deer and Game; the Country abounding with 
both, there are two sort of Partridges, the one 

.Ythe size of the Partridge on the North Coast of 
. · .Africa ; the other which they call Namaqua 's 

· ·;; _ is not larger than the Common 

,_.:·D.ove; their Pheasants and Hare s are plentiful, 
·- :::and superior in size to the English they have 

likewise in the Winter abundance of Snipe, and 

:: ,' Woodcock . The only wild Beast I saw was a 

· Jackal!, but I learned that they are much 

troubled with Wolves, which travel in large 

. , Packs by Night, and sometimes carry off their 

·- :· 

i Cattle from the Pens when they get near the 

Farm undiscovered . 

The remaining seven Days that we were here I 

was employed when the Weather was 

favourable; making Observations for 

ascertaining the Latitude Longitude the 

Variation of the Compass and set of the Tide . 

I found the Bay spacious and clear the 

Soundings gradually decreasing, from 25 

Fathoms, mid . channel between Cape Deseada 

and St. Martins Point to within 2 Cable s length 

of Berg River, where there is . 9 Feet, the 

particular situation of which with the distances 

of the different points &c. are expressed in the 

partial Chart of the Bay . 

Off its Entrance there is a Bar , which is almost 

dry at low Water; but a little trouble woud 

remove it, being occasioned by a Number of 

· large loose Stones lying off the Rivers Mouth. 

The Tide rises about 7 Feet on the Springs; the 

flood setting in the Bay NNE and the Ebb 

about SWbW making high Water at 1/> past 2 

Full and Change, but this Set of the Tide rise 

&c. must be almost totally subverted in the 

rainy Season When I was told the freshes run 

from the Mountains (near 200 Miles up the 

Country, where the River takes its rise) with 

such rapidity as to overflow its Banks, repel 

the Water from the Sea and make the Bay quite 

fresh-bringing down at the same time 

numbers of Hippopotamus's and Manatees, 

these Animals in general keep between the two 

Waters, but I imagine they must retire from the 

Bay in the rainy Season for Food, unless they 

change their diet at that Time-for they 

chiefly live on the Young Reeds or the coarse 

Grass that grows on the Side of the Rivers and 

are killed by the Inhabitant s (from the Banks 

when they are feeding; for their flesh which is 

superior to that of Oxen; their teeth which are 

whiter; and of a closer texture than the Ivory 

produced by the Elephants; and their Skin . 

The Commencement of the rainy Season is in 

April, it lasts till the latter end of August, and 

sometimes September; the pluvial resources 

then diminish; the regular Course of the Ocean . 

resumes its situation, in the Bay; but seldom 

forces itself into the River till the middle of 

1 anuary-and before that Time, I was 

inform'd by the Farmer that Ships may water 

with the greatest Ease, & purchase every kind 

of refreshment . 
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Fish is in vast abundance in Berg River to the 

Mouth of which the Dutch Farmers come 

down (at least those whose Farms are not 
sufficiently large to occupy their whole time) 

to cure Fish for the Cape Markets-this River 
I beleive they look upon as the Boundary of 

their possession to the Northward as they had 

a terminating land Mark on the Wt .:,.Side. 

We had several foggy Days, and every Night a 
heavy Dew; at times the Wind was Northerl y 

for a few hours, in the Morning; pressing in, a 

heavy Atmosphere from the Sea but the Land 
Wind, which semeed almost a prevailing trade, 

instantl y releived us. As the Bay during our 

being here, was never without Whale, I think 
there could be no place more convenient for 
the South Fishery Men to touch at, they may 
with ease boil down the Blubber, on Shore, 
while the Ship is situate in a most plentiful Spot 
for the destruction of those Fish. 

On the 3d, we weighed, and about two the 
same Evening passed Cape Deseada at the 
distance of 3 or 4 Miles, approaching the Shore 
as we went to the Northward; about 6 leagues 
from Cape Deseada there was a small Inlet and 
5 leagues further to the Northward another 
which T take to be Quecoma, & Elephant River 
their entrance was full of Rocks, and so high a 
Surf beat over them, that the approaching with 
a Boat , was an impossibility; The Night 
advancin g fast, and no likely wood [sic] of 
obtaining safe Anchorage we haul'd off Shore; 
untill the following Day, sounding every 
Hour , and keeping that proportion of Sail to 
prevent our falling to Leward of the place we 
left. Nothing particular happen'd (Captain 
Thomp son sending me on every appearance of 
a point in Shore with the Cutter) 'till the 

Morning of Saturday the 8th. as we stood in 
for the Land we shoald our Water, much faster 
then we usually did; the Land making a ragged 
Point to the Northward, and a Bight in the 
Shore with the appearance of a Bay . . . off the 
point th ere was a Bank, the Water on it being 
white and looking much shoaler than it really 
was. We now had not a Doubt of having found 

the Bay of Das Voltas-so much and so highly 

spoken of by the different Inland Traveller s 
from the Cape, I immediately went in Shore in 

the Boat not a little elevated with the Hopes of 
returning the Harbinger of good News; but 
from the result of my Expedition, I began 
much to fear the making any favourable 
reports on this part of the Coas t. I sounded all 
over the Bank, having from 16 to 8 Fathoms, 

then being nearly in the break of the Surf, I 

sailed along shore sometime at that distance, 
not wishing to pass a fathom of Land in a part 
where a River was describe d, so well calculated 

for the purpose of a Colony wanting but 
Inhabitants to till its fertile Banks. 

Such a River as Das Yoltas, does not empty 

itself into the Sea, in the dry Season, this I 

alledge not only from a Confidence of there 
being no such River on this Shore 2 (Captain 
Thomp son having used every exertion to find 

it had there been such a place;) but by the 

improbability of a Rivers keeping its Course 
without being · choak'd by the Drifts of Sand 

from these immens e Mountains, which 

without doubt shift their Situation, at least 
diminish themsel ves, and add to others with 
every breeze. So inhospitable and so barren a 
Country is not to be equalled except in the 
Desart s of Arabia, at least from the appearance 
of the Shore. 

The Interior parts may answer the description 
that tho se Gentlemen have given, who made 

their Excursions from the Ca_pe; but I am at a 
loss to account for the Bay, laid down in this 
Latitude [?] in a Chart under this Name 3 by 
Mynheer Van Hop - 10 Leagues deep, two 
Islands and a Navigab le River, If in the rainy 
season an Arm of this River empties itself near 
this Bank , he might have construed this small 

Bight in the Shore, (which will appear greater 
to a person on the Land) to an Bay; 
and the Bank from its colour; to an Island 
overflowed by the freshes of the Season. No 

Possibility of anchoring , or attempting to land, 
to strike a little Way into the Country, we 

made Sail, passing to Day several small Islands, 

and one about 6 Leagues in length, trenching 
with the Coast, its southern Point, forming a 

Channel with the Main; a heavy Swell rolling 

in without a Lee outlet; the Northern part 
being rocky, and the Ground being foul 

betwe en it & the Main\ without making any 

fruitless Delays we continued our course, and 
in the Evening brought too ;-As the Coast . 
was in general steep with a heavy Swell, 

anchoring every Night was an impossibility. 
we regularly stood to Seaward in the close o( 

the Evening always regaining in the Morning a 
situation to the southward of that left; and · 
with every Fog or Haz e that prevented the 
most minute Investigation of the Coast, the 

Ship was either brou ght too, or sail carried 
sufficient to keep her to Windward, till the 
favor of the Weather, enabled us to prosecute 
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· the 12th. Captain Thompson 
. upon a,round Rock a Cro ss; ro the 
i 'Wcstd. of which there was one or two small 

''·>' Wands, he immediately dispatched me in a 
CA( ro examine the place, on doubling the 

Pomr, I found a clear Bay from 9 · 
. · 10 6 fathoms within half a quarter of a Mile 
.>:Jrom the Beach; as I saw the Ship might anchor 

( ·· with safety ; without losin g any more time 

·· <·'•" a:ban was necessary to sound for the kind of 
'· .. , lMmom; I immediatel y landed to satisfy myself 

· · · ·· ·about the Cro ss for the information of Captain 

· .... · 1hompson, who ordered me ro bring it on 

..• : .• if practicable, this I was soon convinced 

'· :.' not be done in an Instant; for after 

·. :'.,Yalking over the Neck of Land that formed the 
· :. , Western part of the Bay, I found it was a 

· Pedestal of Marble fixed on the Eminence of a 

· round Rock rhe most conspicuous as a Mark ro 

· Seaward; On one of the Square s was engraven 

rbe Arms of Portugal, and on another some old 
Characters, but both defaced by the Injury of 

the Weather, and rhe length of Time it had 
probably been erected. being so far satisfied I 

returned to th e Ship, and Capt ain Thompson 
immediately made sail in for the Bay, I was 
$orry I could give him no hopes from the 
appearance of the place I had landed on of the 
Probability of getting Wood and Water, it 
being a kind of Marble Rock with a few 
miserable looking Shrubs , before he coud 
IUlChor, it came to blow fresh, and the Weather 
rooking unsettled, he wore and . stood to 

Sea-after plying four Days under the Courses 
and sometime s close reefed Topsails the 

. Weather abated, and we anchored in eight and 
· a balf Fathom s, Mud and Sand, l immediatel y 
commenced my business of investigation first 
sieering for a Rock that appear ed above Water 
.with Breakers round it bearing from rhe Ship S 

88° 15' E and lying off a poim, I found a good 

Channel betw een rhe Rock and Point, having 

41/2 fathoms close to the Breakers ; and 5 

fathoms Mid Channel, the Borrom Mud, and 
no dangers but what were pointed our by the 
Breakers · 

Upon the Main point. I saw a squar,e Board 
on a Spar about 24 Jeer I 

.jinmediately landed for, to get the piece of 
Board for information and the Spar for Fuel, 
which was now become ' a very valuable 
Article. 5 at the same time I took the advantage 
qf a View of the Country and Bay from the 
Summit of a very high Rock. I found this to be 
the eastern Point of the Bay, and the Western 

,, 
' .. 

pne of an Harbour trenching to the 
southward, and to· the eastward three Islands 

forming Bays and apparently Channels 
between them. I did not delay commenting 
the excellent appearance of the Harbour and 
Bays, and the barrenness of the Country, bi1t 
immediately went up the Harbour, and about 2 
11-iles from the NE point I found a small Mud 
Cove, with 6 tO 9 feet Water, and some small 
Rocks at its entrance . On the Northern part of 
this Cove I observed in 26 °38' 49" South . The 

same kind of Marble was here in abundance as 
I found near the Pedestal, and some Geraniums 

growing in those Crevices of the Rocks that 
have probably been filled by the drifts of Sand 
from some of the Hills, as the Harbour was 

formed with high ragged Rocks on both Sides; 
but there were several places where Boats 

may land particularly on the West Side, it is 
terminated about 7 Miles from the NW part by 
a savannah which to appearance is overflowed 
with high Tides. I saw several prints of human 
Feet (which did not exceed the size, of tho se.Qf 

a Boy of ten years old, and some of wild 
Beasts; their Track was acros s the Savannah, 
going to the eastward, but no sign of Hut, 
Habitation, Smoke, Wood , or Water, could be 
seen from the adjacent Hills ; this was 
unwelcome News for me to take to Captain 
Thompson , but these disapp ointments being 
so common, it coud only impress him with a 
worse opinion of the Countr y than he had 
before entertained; In the Harbour were 
several Seals and many Sea Birds; on my return 
a couple of Tee! flew across the Harbour, the 
only specie of wild Fowl that had been seen, 
one I shot, it differed little in Plumage from the 
Summer Tee! of El)gland . 1 was sorry to find 
when I joined · the Ship, that Captain 

Thompsons researches for Water were equally 
luckless . he rold me he had been to the Cross, 

and had made the Arms to be thos e of 

Portugal; the Characters old roman and much 
defaced, and the Pedestal worked from the 

Marble of the 

· The next Morning I proceeded to make further 
investigations and stood tOwards the Islands, I 
passed to the Southward of the Centre Island 
and found a good <!hannel between it, and the 
southern One, having 41/2 and 5 fathoms; 
when I got near the Main . I saw a Man with 
several Dogs attending him, he seemed nor to 
alter his path, walking over the Hills to the 
southward; I landed and endeavoured to get aJ;J 
interview; which he as attentively avoided; rho' 
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the Dogs came very near us ; these I followed 

expecting they might lead to the Habitation of 

the Native s, but the craving of Nature got the 

better of their affection to their Master, and 

their fear of us, they · all stop'd at the same 

place, which was their watering spot ; this I had 

every reason to think from its appearance was 

a Spring ; and elated with the Success of the 

Morning, I returned for a Cask to sink, and the 

Materials for sinking it; on passing thro the 

same Channel between the Islands, I saw on 

the Centre one Flocks of Penguins- I landed 

and found the Island covered, with them, and 

Numbers of young ones in the Nests, but few 

Eggs; the breeding season being I imagine just 

past-after delivering an Account of our 

Expedition to Captain Thompson; whom I 

found attending a party in the Bay , I hasten'd 

to the plac e where I flatterd myself I had found 

such a treasure and after two hours laborious 

Digging; o ur disappointments were renewed, 

it proved, but a reservoir which the Natives 

had made dur ing the rainy Season for their 

Dogs , and probabl y themselve s; it was in vain 

penetrating into the Country , we had been on 

the most elevated Spot of this part from 

whence there was no appearance of being 

rewarded for our trouble either with Wood, or 

Water ; to the Eastward an extensive Savannah 

lower than the level of the Sea, to the 

Northward Hills of Sand, and to the 

southward a continued ridge of rock y 

Mountains, I therefore embarked, but had not 

rowed far before we discovered several Natives 

with Dogs approaching us, this was a 

temptation to return; in a little time there were 

17 assembled, and 23 Dogs . I endeavoured by 

every gesture and act of friendship, to 

communicate with them, laying on the Ground 

Knives , Trinkets , Brandy Buiscuit &c . which 

they picked up, and seemed much pleased 

with, two of them advanced from the rest with 

an apparent Wish for me to ' lay down my 

Arms-this I did, and tho' the only one, out 

of the Boat they woud not suffer me to touch 

them . but made signs for me to follow them 

-which I did as far as I thought it prudent 

-for if 17 Men woud not trust me to approach 

near enough to communicate, I had a plausible 

right, not to trust myself, to the power of those 

17, without the reach of my part y's Assistance . 

I lost nearly rwo Hours in fruitless Arguments 

with these savage Hunters (Excepting Ode) 

(who was the headmost in advancing , with 
every cannibal low cunning) the y were of low 

stature, of different casts as to their 

Complexion; but none quit e so black as the 

Negroes , thick Lips flat N oses ; and are the 

ugliest fellows I ever saw making themselve s 

still more so by the addition of Grease, and 

Dirt , which the y rub on their Skins, and 

plai ster their platts of Hair with, each had a 

Hide of a Beast . for his Garment , tied with 

th ongs, besides a covering to the lower part of 

their Belly, & had for th eir defence a clubbed 

Stick, som e Bows, others Spears, but I coud 

not get near enough to det ermine what they 

were pointed with; being satisfied with 

everything but their behaviour , I stood 

towards the Northerm os t Island, which 

seemed covered with Seals-on drawing near 

their Nois e resembled much, that of a Number 

of Calve s. -but their sizes were superior to 

anything I could conceiv e, I beleive some of 

the larger ones weighed near six Hundred 

Weight, the Island was co vered from the 

wat ers Ed ge to th e summit; and so inactive and 

foolish were they on land, that with a Stick 

the y suff ered us to kill them with great Ease, 

they were literall y speakin g innum erable . This 

Isle (which was named Seal Island) forms a 

most excellent Bay to the Eastward having a 

channel of 3'/2 fathoms , between it and the 

Centre on e which Captain Thompson had also 

called Pen guin Island . The following Day he 

went with a party to the place I had first seen 

th ese People anxious to find out sources 

for fresh Water , the y came to the Boat, 

received every Trinket he offered (which was 

done by leaving it on the Beach, and retreating 

with the Boat when they i:ook it up) but woud 

not either part with any thin g, or suffer him to 

hold an intercourse with them, altho ' he made 

ever y sign of amit y, and shewed them Knives 

Beads &c. This Day I mad e another trip in the 

Harbour to finish soundin g it & round the 

southern Island, it was situated close to the 

Main , and the passage was difficult for a Boat 

to pass thro '; altho the Northern point forms 

so excellent a channel with Penguin Island . 

Thi s Isle was totally deserted, both by Seals, 

and Bird 's- not the Mark of either on any part 

of it-a few Geraniums grew on it, and on the 
Rocks were some Limp ets the eastern part 

formed a Bay with the Main, but not so large 

or deep as the other, tho perfectl y clear, having 

31/2 Fathom s the same stick y bottom as I 

generally found in every part of this place, On 

th e west Side of the Harbour nearly opposite 

the C ove , I found a large Tree, which had been 
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up, some feet above high Water Mark , 
Country it was a N<\tive, I cannot 

lO assett tho' I am confident it must be 
' here, however it equally answer'd 

for fuel, which was an Articl e 
every Day more valuable; near this 

u w two brace of Hare s; not near so 
.h those of St. Helen s Bay, having much 

AflpeJ.rance of English Rabbits and linl e 
Th is place afforded us little refreshment 
any Fish and no Flesh; Th e Ship's 

eat the Penguins and roport ed them 
I wish my palate coud have agreed as 

Jid, but I thought them much too, fishy 
as fowl. 

the: 19th. at Noon after every exertion to 
Wood and Water to render this most 

nt Harbour a habitable Spot, had prov ed 
we weighed , but were obliged to 

again off Seal Island the Weather being 

.- ." .. hazcy to allow our proceeding; · The 
·Wo wi ng Mornin g it clear' d and we got 
Mdt rweigh, the face of the Co untr y as far as 

coud discern being covered with 
·.f;;-:• the Men e of the observations I 

·:-.,.de in Angra Pequena, and reduced to 

point it lies in Latitude 26°36'50" 
.$t1\lth Longitud e 15°16'30" East of Greenwich, 

Variation of the Compass 21 °20' on Shore 
.lllod 21 °45' on board the Ship.6 

·lunning along Shore, at the distance of about 
,. 4 Miles, we crossed a Bank with very irregular 

dings, from quarter less ten, to seventeen 
s, rocky; and with the appearance of 

Ground, lying some distan ce from the 
I went in the Boat to sound this Reef, it 

in a direction with the Coa st (which was 
. aee p) to the edge of the Surf. The next Day at 
·Noon we were a breast a small Bay with a large 
lock in the Cemre 7

; bound to the N orthward 
... _. by perpendicular ru gged Cliffs which were 

: named Easter Cliffs, and from our Latitude I 
- :t."';,- imagine it is, what has been laid down in the 

·j(:.. Cham for the Gulf of St. Thoma s . equally 
with the other Geographi cal 

.• :Jf'{ '· Descriptions of this Country. 
· 
The Shore from this was steep to the Beach; 

·v.::;:;rt _and the Countr y Mountain s of Sand-we were 
.\<·;./_' · now delayed some nme by the Fogs, but 
.: ·.',;;\: · seldom out of the Sound of the Surf In the 

::,:;-. Evening of the 25th, we saw a rocky Island - I 
·-'?._., found it steep , except on the SW Side, where 

.. there is a small Reef, and lying at the distan ce 
,. . of about 2 Miles from the Shore in the Lat. of 

'; ..... 

24 °33' SoJth, it was covered with Boob y 
Birds, and named Booby Isle; from this the 
Land ran much lower , and nearly on a 
Meridian -with a steep Beach and sandy Cliffs 
On the in the Evening on the appearance 
of a Bayf. over a low point of Land, I was 
immediatel y sent to sound in the Boat, the Ship 
keeping some linle Distanc e without me, I did 
not see anything to prevent her Anchoring 
which she did about 7 o clock in eight 
Fathom s. The next Morning I proceeded to 

examine the head of the Bay, and at Sunrise 
landed on a Beach, covered with large Eels, 
and some Torpedo Fish, which I imagine the 
falling tide had left I went a little distance from 
the Boat and was happ y to find that this place 
was more likely to furnish our wants, (at least 
in part) than any one we had yet been at ; there 
being a quantity of Wood, on, and near the 
Beach ; which tho ' not the produce of this 
Country; and had probably been many 
Month s in the Sea, I found sound; and fit for 
the purpo se of Fuel, On the Savannah which 
back 'd the Beach there were Tra cks of large 
drov es of Cattle, and the print of the Natives 
feet, formed in a regular path to the 
Southward. I heard the blaying of a Calf, that 
was too distinct to be far off, and from the top 
of a sand Humm ock we saw it ; as this was a 
strong proof of Cattle being in the Country, I 
carried it on board When Captain Thompson 
got underweigh , and worked to a convenient 
situation in the head of the Bay, for the 
purpose of Wooding the Ship. In the evening a 
party of the Natives came to the Water Side, 
and suffered us to join them ; saluting us 
according to the Custom of the Countr y by 
rubbin g our Faces with some rancid Fat, which 
they had in the horn of a Cow, and exclaiming 
at the same Time (Morassa or Barossa) they 
had each a stick in their Hands, some of them 
a Club of about 2 feet, and made of very heavy 
Wood; and the Tail of a Fox or J ackall fastened 
to a smaller stick; these they exchanged with us 
for the Buttons of our Coats-and seemed to 

be partial both to Brand y, and Tobacco, some 
had Ivor y Rings on their Wrists, but from their 
appearance they must have been put on when 
they were Young ; as they were cut out of the 
solid, and it was impossible to get them over 
their hands ; On our parting with them to go on 
board, they made signs by pointing inland , 
which we took to be an invitation to their 
Town - This Capta in Thompson with a party 
attended to the following day, and I was 
employed · making observations and surveying. 
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In the Evening he returned being only able to 

procure a calf, and no hopes of getting any 
Fresh Water,-the next party that went 

purchased a heifer, which with much difficulty 

the y got to the Boat 8-0n the 1st. I had 

completed my Observations and survey of the 

Bav. Off the NW Point of which there lies a 

bank tending to the ENE, its extreme 

distance is not 3/ • of a Mile from the Shore, and 
has always heavy rollers breaking over it 

-close to the edge of the Bank there is 2 & 1/> 
fathoms and the next .cast 7, To this point I 

reduced my observations as the Landfall of this 

Bay, and find it by the Mene of the whole to lie 

in Latitude 21 °53'51" South Longitude 14°40' 

East of Greenwich and the Variation of the 
Compass to be 21 °20' West- The Bay is 

perfectly clear, surrounded by a fine Sand 

Beach, nor coud I find scarce a Stone or a Rock 
except with .in the Muscle Bank on the east side, 
On the South Side there is a Lake , off which 
point it flows 1" 40 [?] Full and change, the 
Tide rising about 9 Feet. to the Westward there 
are Flatts running from the Shore in some 

places a Mile and a half, with several Banks, 
which I imagine by their appearance are 
overflowed on high Springs, but the Soundings 
arc so regular that it is impossible to be injured 
by this Bank except wilfully. I saw but one 
Whale in this Bay but our Seine was 
sufficiently fortunate for the Supply of the 
Ship's Company . As I had finish'd my 
Observations, I accompanied Captain 
Thompson on his last expedition to the Town 
of the Natives; where we arrived after a tedious 
Walk, over loose sand, at times nearly Knee 
Deep; it is about 4 Miles to the southward of 
the Beach, situated under some Hills of Sand, 

where the only shrubb grew that I saw in this 
Country. the tallest I beleive did not exceed 13 

or 14 feet, and might have been about 2 or 3 in 
circumference, of the Twigs or Branches of this 

they built their miserable Huts just high 
enough for a person to set up right in, and in 
each of which a Family dwelt, & had a Fire at 

the Entrance the smoke of which seemed to 
destroy their Eyes . at least to occasion a 
continual running (which was the Food of the 

small Flies that infested their Village), and 
deprive them of their Eyelashes. The Number · 

of the Men was about 40, but I saw few 

Women, I beleive not more than six, and these 

to appearance so old, that I shoud have 
supposed them the Mothers of the wh(!Jle 
Village. They had the same kind of Skins 
thrown over their Shoulders as the Men and 

interwove with their plaits of Hair whatever 

Trinkets or Buttons they got from us, their . 
Food was chiefly a Fruit that grew near 

them---:-of the Specie of the Cucumber, much 

larger and of a glutinous nature ; its Vine was 

without a leaf-they had plenty of Cattle but 

woud not suffer us to see where they kept 
them, and I beleive drove them further inland 

on our arrival. they drank their Milk, but I saw 

no Meat 9 in their Huts, tho' I am convinced 

they made use of it as they eat apart of some 

which we had with us; The Water they had was 

very Brackish and tho' it was near the Village 

we coud not find its situation, we dug in many 

places but always got Salt Water. Their Arms 

were Bows and Arrows, some Clubs, a few 

Launces, and some long Poles, which were 

pointed with Iron , this shews their 

Communication with Europeans tho' probably 

thro' some hundred different Tribes, they had 

each likewise the Tail of a Fox or J ackall on a 

small stick, which they used to drive away the 

Flies-! beleive them too indolent, to be 

expert Archers-and I look upon them to be a 

part of the laziest, & most filthy Nation in the 

Universe . On our return we penetrated (much 
against their inclination) a few Miles into the 

Country , which was more barren and sandy 

than the place we left, at Sun set we arrived at 

the Beach, little pleased with the Excursion , as 
the Natives woud not sell us any Cattle the 
only motive of our Visit. By the 2nd. we had 
completed our Wood from the B<jach and 

weighed, one of our wants was now supplied, 
and tho' every Means was used to procure 

Water, by digging inland, and upon every level 
near the Shore we always fail'd at least the 
Water that rose in the different places was 

nearly as salt as that of the Ocean 

In the Evening it fell calm & the Ship driving 
fast in shore by the impulse of a very heavy 
Swell, that broke in a tremendous Surf upon a 
steep Beach, we were compelled to anchor, this 
was an unavoidable delay of nearly two Days, 
when a light breeze releived us from a most 

irksome situation. We had accounts of several 
fine Bays between this and Cape Negro & one 
or two Rivers, but these we found as false as all 

' the former descriptions; we saw nothing but 
Mountains of Sand, without the appearance of 

a Bush, till we came to the latitude of 17 when 

the Land became much lower, and had 
trenched more to the Eastward from 18-as 
this was nearly the parallel of Tyger Island, I 
went in shore with the Boat , the Surf ran so 
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in some places, to obscure the Land from 
. • 'Ship, at Noon on the 12th. I discov ered the 

of -!1 Bay, which appeared deep, as I 
·· ilrd not see its termination to the Southward, 

it to be Fish Bay, altho I was 
there coud be no channel that we had 

to fbrm an Island . 10 I returned to the 

w:ith this Jntelhgence to Captain 
'"1\.:>mpson, and in the Evening he anchored . I 

to sound the NE part and the followin g 

. thy. l commenced from the spot I left of at 
· (lUSn ining from the NE to the southward , I 
i-tA!d not positively ascertain to Day, that it 

'· tl.b not an Island , as I had not seen it join to 

Main.- but the next Day I landed in 

.. tcwral places, and on the very Pan which 
· ._.mcd. it to the Continent-this was little more 

dun a quart er of a Mile broad, and covo red 
w.ith Wood thrown up by the Surf from the 

.. -. .. est part . There were tracks of the Native s, 
·.:·, j,lld their Dogs in every place I had land ed, but 
· t!'har their Business coud have been in this 

place I cannot suggest for it certainly was the 
barren Spot, I had seen on the Coa st. On 

01)' return to the Ship , I found Captain 
. TI1ompson had been digging with out success in 

;· lJC"Veral places for Wat er, and had penetrated 

over the Hills on the NE part of the Bay but 
found the same unfavor ouble Country each 
Hill before him appearing higher than rhe one 
he had ascend ed, and all a loose dr y driftin g 
S.md. I went the succeeding Day to the point 

· oi the Peninsula, where I found the Runner 
·and Tackl e of a Boat s Mast , and a large piece of 

: l1ump Leather, the block s had been painted 
green, from which I imagine they were not 
English-On the 16th I had finished my 
O bservations in this Bay, that well deserves the 
Na me of Fish Bay, from its produ ce which rhe 

Ship 's Company were well supplied with 

(King Fish, Cavally, Mull et, Skait, Bream &c) 

in rhe greatest profusi on. The Bay is clear 

except on the .South East Side where ther e are 

. some Flatts run off, bur so little distan ce from 

rhe Shore as not to affect the Safety of a Ship, 
and to these, the Soundin gs are regular, Tyger 

which is the Western boundar y is 
about 22 Miles in length, nearly N orth and 

South the North Point, by the Mean of several 

Observations is in Latitude 16 °29'45"S 

Longitude 11 °33' 48" Et. of Greenwi ch on the 

Point the Variation of the Compass was 20°36' 

and in the Bay 21 ° 16 West, At Noon we 

weighed, I preceded the Ship along shore to the 
Latitude of 16 °00' at Sun set with the 

advantage of a clear serene Evening I coud see 

some Leagues , but not discern from the Mast 

Head , any part of the Land to the Northward, 

that formed a Bay, Cape or head Land ; 

therefore the determining what part of this 

Coast others had fixed on as Cape N cgro was 
impo ssible. the Coast run nearly N orth and 

South , the Land was a loose barren Sand with 

a fe'Y black Hummocks . the delaying another 
Ni glit without the pos sibilit y of its answering 

any purpo se, woud have been in our distressed 
situation for Water, hazarding the Loss of a 

favourable fresh Breeze to run us off from a 

Coast along which we had sailed nearly 1 200 

Miles, without being able to procure a drop of 

Fresh Water or seeing a Tree , On these 
Considerations Captain Thompson hauled to 

the Westward, mu ch to the Satisfaction of 

every Person on Board . 

We hauled to the Southward with the View of 

making the Shoal de Viana that 1 

might be able to dertermine its situation; which 
is variously laid down-it certainly exists and 

must _be a very dangerous Bed of Rock s. 

We left the heavy Atmosphere as we increased 

our distance from the Coast & came into the 
clear · trade s when the few aguish Complaints 

began to recover. 

On the sixth Evening we made the Island of St. 

H elena, & anchored the following Day in St. 

Jame s Bay-where we used every dispatch in 

watering and equipping the Ship for her 

Passage to England. 

[ Home Riggs Popham 

1 On the left-hand page opposite this page is written: "In this place I was swamped in the Boat 

while I was attempting to Land to take some Angles , and had it not been for the Alacrit y of the 

Boats Crew in obe ying my Orders we must have been all inevitably lost ; we were then 9 leagues 

from the -Ship, the Sun near setting, every person in the Boat, wet through ; all our pro visions & 

water lost , drove out by the Violen ce of Wind in the Night to Sea, & did not rejoin the Ship for 

near 24 Hours after " . 
2 The text here is written : " in the dry season, of there being no such River on this Shore this I alledge 

not onl y from a Confidenc e (Captain Thomp son ... ) .. . ". Popham has drawn lines marking out 

the phrase " ... this l alledge .. . " as the first, and " . .. of there being ... " the second . 



" 

.• 

,, 

I ) 

, j 

f 

h 

.lt 

I] 

" 

J 

,f 

. l -

,f 

J 
IS 

0 

11 

·' 
·' 

... 

: . 

. . 

. _:;_.l:f! . 

... :. 

Kinahan-Nautilus 61 

';;M.lX.iKAI'HICAL OFFICE 1828. Plan of Angra 

ht.....,.._ on the West Coast of Africa by P. Brady , Acting 

1121. Published according to Act of Parliament at 

ik :Htd rographical Office of the Admiralty lith Jan 1828. 

· no. F0925/499 2785, Public Record Office , 

· >lJ.;'iAHAN, Jill. 1988. The pillar in the mist: a history of 

·Jior Oi.u padrao at Liideritz. Nationa l Monument s 

· (-1!4 il. Windhoek. 

. U"'-A HAN, Jill. 1989. Heinri ch Vedder's sources for his 

,_.,_m of the exploration of the Namib coast. Cimbebasia 

U , U - .l9. 

IU,_ AH.AN, John. 1989. Pastoral nomads of the Central 

Desert. Ph. D . thesis , University of the 

\ .,MRD CLOWES, W. 1898. The Royal Navy : a history 

, Vol. 3. 

jCJIUENDE, K. 1986. Namibia, the Broken Shield. 

M Jtomy of Imperialism and Revolution. Liber , Sweden. 

,\tO KITZ, E. 1915. Die altesten Reiseberichte iiber 

l.lwuc h-Siidwestafrika. Mitt eilungen aus den Deut schen 

khutz.gebieten XXXI Band I. 

MOSSOP, E.E. 1947. The journa ls of Brink and Rhenius 

!l>nng The Journal of Carel Frcderik Brink of the journey 

llW• Great Namaqualand ( 1761-2) made by Captain 

Helldrik Hop and The Journal of Ensign Johannes Tobia s 

l hc-nius (1724). Van Riebeeck Society, Cape Town . 

J'(JPHAM, H. "A damned cunning fellow" The life and 

.Jycntures of Rear-Admiral Sir Home Popham, KCB, 

KCH, KM, FRS (1762- 1820). Unpublished biography, ch. 

Ill. 

RAPER , ij.E. & BOUCHER, M. 1988. (eds) Robert jacob 
Gordon Cape Travels 1777 to 1786. The Brenthur st Press, 
Johannesburg. 

SCHRIRE, C. 1980. An lnquir( into the Evolutionary 
Status and Apparent Identity o San Hunter-Gatherers. 
Human Ecology vol. 8 no . I: 9-32. 

SCHRIRE, C. 1984. Wild Surmises on Savage Thou ghts. In 
SCHRIRE , C. (ed.) Past and present in hunter gathere r 
studies. Academic Press, Orlando. 

SCHRIRE, C. 1988. The historical archaeology of the 
impact of colonialism in 17th century South Africa. 
Antiquity 62: 214-25 . 

STACKPOLE, E.A . 1953. The Sea-Hunters. Philadelphia . 

THOMPSON, T.B. 1786a. Manuscript entitled: Nar rative 
of a Voyage performed in His Majesty's Sloop Nau tilus, 
under my Comma nd, for the Purpose of investigating the 
Western Coast of South Africa, from Latitude 33°00'00"S to 
16° 00'00" South. Reference no. Adm 55/92, Public Record 
Office, Kew. 

THOMPSON , T.B . 1786b. Manuscript entitled: Narrative 
of a Voyage performed in His Majesty 's Sloop Naut ilus, 
under my Command, for the Purpose of investigating the 
Western Coast of South Africa, from Latitude 33 °00'00"S to 
16°00'00" South. Reference no. MS 142, Brenthurst Library, 
Johannesburg . 

TRIGGER , B.G. Archaeology and the image of the 
American Ind ian. American Antiquity vol. 45 no. 4: 
662-67 6. 

VEDDER , H . 1934. Das alte Siidwestafrika . Martin 
Warneck Verlag, Berlin. 

VIGNE, R. 1988. The Botany Bay that failed : Commodore 
Thompson and the Namibian Coast scheme. Paper read at 
the Austra lian Historical Association Conference, Sydney 
University 8-13 February 1988: 'The Making of Nations'. 

Manuscript received Jul y 1990, accepted October 1990. 




